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How Much Does it Cost to Install Wainscoting on a Staircase? 
 
How Much Does it Cost to Install Wainscoting on a Staircase? 
When it comes to beautifying the interior of your home, you have several options available to you, 
all at different price points. In saying that, choosing the right accents and furnishings can be a 
challenge even for a seasoned home décor expert. Nonetheless, one of the quickest and most 
stylish ways to make the interior of home something talk about is by adding wainscoting to your 
walls. Basically, they are decorative wood panels that can be added to the lower third part of your 
walls or used as baseboards. In any event, they can really transform a home from ordinary to 
extraordinary. In this article, we will detail some the popular options when it comes to wainscoting 
and also how much this upgrade will cost. 
 

INSTALLATION 

As far as installation is concerned, homeowners have one of two options, DIY or hiring a 
contractor. If you opt for the DIY option, there are a few things you'll need to consider before you 
begin your project. This includes calculating the amount of trim and board needed for the walls 
where this decorative panel will be applied, which can be determined by calculating the dimensions 
of the wall and factoring the cost for additional supplies including sanding tools, finishing, and 
nails. 
 
 Make no mistake, installing these panels on your own is hard work, but in the end, you'll rejoice in 
the satisfaction of completing the job yourself. In saying that, the cost of this DIY project can vary 
depending mostly on the types of materials used. For example, if opt to go with MDF (medium 
density fiberboard), you're looking at about $5 per square feet. Higher grade custom-crafted 
hardwoodpanels can run you $31 per square feet. All in all, your project cost will come down to 
your budget and personal taste. 
 

SHOULD YOU HIRE A CONTRACTOR? 
  
For homeowners who don't have the time or desire to take on a wainscoting project, you do have 
the option of hiring a contractor. In doing so, however, your totals cost will be significantly higher. 
As such, you want to be honest with yourself in terms of budget; also, it would be a good idea to 
do some comparison shopping before settling on a particular contractor. All of that aside, the 
median cost for this type of installation is roughly $1,000 to $5,000. It's worth noting that room 
size and panel selection will play a role in your total costs. 
 

ADDITIONAL FACTORS THAT MAY INFLUENCE 
INSTALLATION COST 
  
In addition to room dimensions and panel selection, design complexity, finishes, and type of wood 
selected can also dictate your final cost. Having said that, let's drill down on how these nuances 
can affect price: 
 
Complexity – Certain types of decorative panels are more complex to install than others. For 
example, installation requiring specific trim and molding may introduce a level of complexity that 
could greatly influence your final cost. Why? Well, if you've hired a professional contractor, they do 
charge by the hour. As such, it will take a lot of time to ensure that the interlocking trim/molding 
are properly attached to the panels. Also, molding an trim pieces that have beveled edges can 
further complicate matters. 
 
Finishes – Obviously, your decorative panels would not be complete without some type of finish. 
As such, you can expect to allocate more of your budget for paint and painting supplies. For those 
who prefer a more natural look, there is the option of having a stain applied to your panels, which 
can help drive down costs. 
 



Wood choice – As noted earlier in this article, MDF is the cheapest panel option for homeowners 
with a modest budget; however, for those looking to splurge on their home improvement project, 
wood panels derived from premium wood like cedar or oak can be substantially more expensive. 

DECORATIVE PANELS FOR YOUR STAIRCASE 
  
Now that we a general idea about types of decorative panels available and how your overall costs 
are calculated, let's turn our attention towards applying these panels to your staircase. In terms of 
costs and application, applying decorative panels to your staircase is pretty much in line with 
adding them to your walls. With regard to costs, assuming you're taking this on as a "do it 
yourself" project, can range from $1 to $31 per square foot. The lower end price includes 
beadboard paneling whereas the higher price point would be for those who are interested in 
custom-crafted panels. 
 

BENEFIT OF ADDING DECORATIVE PANELS TO YOUR 
STAIRWELL 
  
The walls alongside most stairwells is a breeding ground scuff marks and dirt; decorative paneling 
not only improves the aesthetic of your stairwell but also makes removing marks left behind by 
children or by moving furniture from one floor to next easier than ever. Also, decorative paneling 
can help transform your stairwell from utilitarian to an eye-pleasing focal point in your home. 
Although the installation process is fairly similar, there are some key differences when it comes to 
applying these panels to a stairwell. For example, the panels must be cut to fit the angle of the 
stairwell, which can present a challenge if stairwell is curved. 
 

BEFORE ADDING PANELING TO YOUR STAIRWELL 
  
If you're willing to make beautifying your stairwell a "DIY" project, there are a few things you need 
to know. For example, you can make adding decorative paneling to your stairwell a little easier by 
choosing a ready-made, premanufactured shape that naturally complements it. Just like the walls 
in your home, you will have to do some measuring before applying paneling to your stairwell. For a 
stairwell, the best way to do this would be to determine the stringer measurements of your 
stairwell. So what is a stringer length? It is the diagonal length of your stairwell. Next, you will 
need to determine the panel height that will be needed. To that point, the height of paneling along 
the stairwell should complement the height of the paneling used at the base of the stairwell. Also, 
going back to stringer measurements, it is important that you accurately measure the rise and run 
as these measurements will vary from the base of your stairwell to the top of it. 
 

SHOULD YOU HIRE A CONTRACTOR TO ADD 
DECORATIVE PANELS TO YOUR STAIRWELL? 
  
Much like adding paneling to your walls, adding them to a stairwell is challenging, especially if 
you're a novice. As such, hiring a professional may be worthwhile; however, your project cost will 
be higher as many of the factors that influence the paneling cost will also influence the cost of 
adding them to your stairwell, which means you will have to choose panels, trim, moldings, and 
finishes that fit into your budget. Additionally, the height of your stairwell will need to be factored 
into these costs as well. Nonetheless, there are several advantages that come with hiring a 
contractor. Firstly, the work will be completed quickly, and you will be provided with a warranty in 
the event of a problem. 
 
In summation, adding decorative panels to your walls or stairwell can help beautify your home, and 
with materials and contractor cost being very reasonable, there really is no reason to not have 
them installed today. 
 



Do You Need a Drill to Screw Into Wood? 
 
Do you Need a Drill to Screw Into Wood? 
Anyone who performs wood screwing on a regular basis has probably wondered whether or not it 
was necessary to use a hand drill. After all, it does take more time to drag out a power tool than it 
does to grab a screwdriver out of the drawer. Wouldn’t it be easier to just do the job by hand?  
 
When installing a screw, the use of a power tool is not mandatory. Most jobs can be completed 
using only a hand held screwdriver. Even so, using an electric tool to insert screws can save time 
while providing you with better results overall. This is particularly true if you are installing several 
screws or placing ones of various sizes.  
 
Ultimately, the decision as to whether you should use a power tool or not will depend on a number 
of factors. Here are some things to think about before you decide to use manual tools or an 
electronic apparatus.  
 
Takes Longer to Complete  
 
It is entirely possible to install wood screws using nothing but a hand-held screwdriver. However, if 
you have ever completed this task before you already know how tiring and cumbersome it can be. 
This may not be a problem if you are installing only one screw, but it can be exhausting if you need 
to place several of them.  
 
It takes much longer to insert wood screws manually. What would take only a few seconds when 
operating a power tool can require several minutes if using a screwdriver. Your hand will also tire 
after placing only a few screws. As such, manual work is not suitable for very large projects.  
 
Hard to Stay Straight  
 
Inserting screws as straight and level as possible is also more difficult when you are doing the work 
by hand. You may find that your screw tilts to one side or another and becomes uneven. You may 
have to remove the screw and begin again if the screw becomes too far off course.  
 
Can Cause Wood Damage  
 
Excessive turning of the screw might result in a larger hole than necessary. As a result, the screw 
may not remain in place. Further repairs could be necessary in order to repair the opening left by 
your screwdriver. For example, you may need to fill in the hole with wood putty, or replace broken 
trim.  
 
Screw Heads can Become Stripped  
 
Another problem involves stripping the screw’s head. When that happens, you may find it harder to 
remove your screw should it become necessary to do so in the future. Even finishing a job can be 
hard to do if your screwdriver cannot grip the head properly. It can be difficult to insert or remove 
a screw if you are unable to get the right grip on it.  
 
You are more likely to experience a stripped screw head when using a manual screwdriver rather 
than a power tool. That’s because screwdrivers have a tendency to slip, causing the grooves in the 
screw head to wear away.  
 
Start Each Job with a Pilot Hole  
 
Getting screws to go into wood can sometimes be a challenge all by itself. That’s why seasoned 
workers will often recommend tapping out a pilot hole first when installing screws by hand. This is 
done by using a hammer and very small nail to create a tiny hole in the wood. Alternately, you 
may also use a power tool to perform this function.  
 
After creating a pilot hole, the tip of your screw can then be inserted into it. This helps keep the 
screw in place while you are slowly turning the screwdriver. Generally speaking, the longer your 
screw is, the deeper your pilot hole should be. Ideally, when you place the end of your screw into 
the pilot hole it should remain in place at least temporarily.  
 



If you are using powered equipment, drilling a pilot hole is rarely necessary. This is another way in 
which electronic tools can help save you time.  
 
Pilot Holes Prevent Damage  
 
Not only do pilot holes make wood screwing much easier, but they also prevent damage. The pilot 
holes drilled into many pieces of ready-to-assemble furniture are designed to save you time as well 
as to prevent damage.  
 
The vigorous cranking of manual screwdrivers can wreak havoc on very thin wood and veneer, 
leaving them more vulnerable to cracking. You won’t have to crank nearly as hard when your screw 
is already partly inserted. This means less chance of damage and a reduced risk of injury to your 
hands and fingers.  
 
It also takes less time to create a pilot hole first and then insert a fastener than it does to try to 
completely insert your screw manually. Even if you are in a hurry, you should consider tapping out 
a pilot hole in your project first. You’ll become less frustrated and will be able to finish the job 
much sooner.  
 
Occasions for Using a Screwdriver  
 
We’ve already established that there are numerous advantages to using power tools; however, that 
does not mean that there are not times when using a screwdriver would be more advantageous. A 
few of those times include:  
 
• When working with young children or inexperienced assistants. There is a greater risk of injury 
when using powered equipment, so hand tools might be a better option for safety purposes.  
• During outdoor projects when there is water present. Power cords should never come into contact 
with water as there is an increased risk of electrocution. The battery in a rechargeable device might 
also become damaged if allowed to get wet.  
• When inserting very small or non-standard sized screws. Most drill bits cannot accommodate 
these types of screws.  
• Any time that carrying or recharging an electronic tool does not seem practical.  
• On occasions when you want to hone your carpentry skills.  
• Whenever you do not have the right safety equipment for the job, or when wearing it would not 
be practical.  
 
When to Use a Power Tool  
 
Although it is sometimes best to use a screwdriver, certain instances nonetheless call for power 
tools. You may want to use electronic tools when:  
 
• Working with very hard species of wood. The harder the specimen, the more difficult it will be to 
insert a screw manually.  
• Very long screws are needed to get the job done. The longer the screw, the more time it will take 
to fully insert it.  
• You need to install several screws in a short amount of time. Using an electronic tool will help you 
become more efficient.  
• Manual dexterity issues prevent you from firmly gripping a screwdriver.  
• You are working with very delicate pieces of wood and would like to mitigate the risk of damage. 
An example would be when making repairs to antique furniture.  
• Completing a very large project involving multiple-sized screws.  
• Precision is of the utmost importance. You can install screws more accurately with a power tool 
than you can with a screwdriver.  
 
Do you Need a Drill to Install a Screw?  
 
It is entirely possible to install screws the old fashioned way using nothing more than a handheld 
screwdriver. In fact, many people prefer doing it that way because it provides them with a sense of 
satisfaction. Others would rather use a power tool even when inserting only a single screw. Either 
method will get the job done, so the method you use is entirely up to you. 



How to Make an Epic 100’ Long Slip-and-Slide (Under $100) 
 
How Do You Make An Epic 100' Slip-And-Slide For Under $100? 
Ever since the early 1960’s, the Slip-and-Slide has been a staple to most people’s childhood. As 
children turn into teens and young adults, they outgrow the standard slide. Not to worry, you can 
easily create an epic slip-and-slide that will thrill everyone.  
 
But what about cost, won’t it be expensive to build something of this magnitude? You will be happy 
to hear that even on a meager budget you will be able to assemble the thrill of the summer. Read 
below how to build one of these for yourself.  
 

Acquire The Right Plastic Sheeting 

  
The foundation for an epic slide is the sheeting used to create the slide surface. You want a single 
piece of plastic to create the slide so that no one gets injured on any seams.  
 
You will need a roll of 100 ft by 12 ft heavy duty plastic sheeting. You can also opt for super heavy 
duty sheeting, 6 millimeter thick or more, for added durability. Keep in mind, you want to avoid 
skimping out with a thin and flimsy sheeting, otherwise it will tear and possibly injure your 
participants.  
 

Find The Right Location 

Next to the right sheeting, the right location is the next most important factor. As you look for 
what will become known as the hottest attraction in the neighborhood, you may will want to look 
for a space that is at least 140 feet long, and at least 10 feet wide, and preferable smooth and 
without a lot of rocks.  
 
For added fun, find a place that has at least a slight hill. This will help increase your speed, and 
reduce the need for running and jumping on the slide, making it enjoyable by those who may not 
be as limber as they were in their youth.  
 
If you are going to be keeping the slide on a permanent or semi-permanent basis, you may want to 
dig a foundation for your slide. This only needs to be 1/2 inch deep or so, but will allow you to clear 
out any debris, such as stones, sticks, etc. If you really want to go the extra mile, take a spade or 
flat shovel and smooth out the surface before moving on to the next step.  
 

Roll Out The Sheeting 

You have your spot picked out and prepped, and have your heavy-duty plastic sheeting, now let’s 
start constructing the slide. Roll out the sheeting, and smooth it out. You want to keep as many 
wrinkles out of it as possible, allowing for nothing to snag your friends and family as they go down 
the slide.  
 
Consider having a few friends help with this to help keep it smooth as you work. You may also 
want some heavy anchors, like bricks or five gallon buckets to help keep it in place.  
 

Fold Down To The Right Size 

Once the sheet is in place, you want to fold it in half. This will make the sheet doubly thick, and will 
also help cushion the ride a little bit. The total width should be about 6 feet.  
 
Once you make the fold, be sure to smooth it out again, both the top and bottom halves.  
 

Add Bumpers As Desired 

One of the concerns for such an epic slide will be people sliding off and getting hurt. To prevent 
this, consider adding bumpers to the sides. You can easily do this with pool noodles, which you can 
purchase at a local dollar store.  
 



You want to place these pool noodles about six to ten feet apart, the entire length of the sheet, on 
both sides. You will put these a few inches in from the edge, then you will start at the beginning of 
the slide and work your way down, rolling the sheet over them as you go. You want to be sure you 
get a solid bit of sheet under the noodle so it does not slip out, and then anchor it down.  
 

Anchor The Sheet Down 

Whether you use bumpers or not, you will want to anchor down your slide. The best thing to use 
are landscaping anchor pins, which are available from Amazon or your local hardware store.  
 
To anchor it properly, start at the top of your slide, and anchor each corner. Then move to the 
bottom, and anchor those corners. Finally, put anchor pins every five feet or so. If you are using 
bumpers, you will want to add at least one at the to and bottom of each noodle. For more stability, 
add another one at the middle of each noodle.corners. Finally, add anchors about every five feet 
along both sides.  
 
If you are using bumpers, you will want to add an anchor to the top and bottom of each pool 
noodle. For added stability, add a third anchor to the middle of each noodle.  
 

Add The Slippery Solution 

The trick to an epic slip-and-slide is the slippery solution used to lubricate the length of the slide. 
Most people use dish soap or shampoo. The challenge to these is that wash off quickly as you run 
water down the slide.  
 
If you need to do something quickly, use an oil, like baby oil or even olive oil. This will not wash off 
as easily as soap. You can also give this to the participants to put on their bodies, which is a little 
more effective.  
 
If you have some time and a little help, just a lubricant like petroleum jelly, and rub it all over the 
surface of the slide. This will create a seal before you add water, allowing it to adhere to the plastic 
sheet and preventing it from washing off. This option will create the fastest ride.  
 

Add The Water 

Now that you have lubrication taken care of, it is time to add the final component, the water. On 
the easiest side, just take the hose to the top of the slide and let it run down. You may want to do 
an initial “watering” to get the entire slide wet before sending people down, then let it run down 
the slide.  
 
If you aren’t on a significant decline, then you want to look for options to help get the water across 
the entire slide. You can always put multiple hoses along the length of the slide. This of course 
assumes you have multiple hoses and faucets. If, on the other hand, you are working with one or 
two faucets, and need to get as much water across the entire slide as possible, you will want to use 
a hose splitter, and then put a simple sprinkler on the end to help spray the water across the width 
of the slide.  
 

Let The Fun Begin 

Now, gather your friends, family, and neighbors, turn the water on, and let the fun begin. To take 
this epic slide to another level, hook up some kicking music, and get some food on the grill. You 
will have the biggest party of the year, and will be the talk of the town!  
 

A Few Words Of Caution 

As with most things epic, there is a level of risk that comes with this slide. Here are a few things to 
consider before opening the floodgates on your childhood dream.  
 
First, be care of trees and other obstacles around your slide. Your participants will pick up a lot of 
speed, and will risk sliding right off the sheet, especially if you have it well lubed. Be sure there is 
plenty of space around the slide that people can slide into without being hurt.  
 



Next, be careful to allow plenty of room at the end of slide, for the same reason. You want to be 
sure that not only will people not slide into a house, tree, or other obstacle, but also that they 
won’t slide out into a street.  
 
Finally, not to be the party pooper, but you may want to check the insurance for the land where 
the slide will be constructed. Specifically, you want to be sure that should someone get hurt, there 
is liability insurance to cover the land owner.  
 
Now get out there, and have an epic summer event! 



Is Shiplap Still in Style or Is it Outdated? 
 
Is Shiplap Outdated Still in Style, or Is it Outdated?  
Almost anyone familiar with high profile design network programming recognizes shiplap as the 
pivotal design feature of "Fixer Upper" personality, Joanna Gaines. Joanna and her husband Chip 
have since moved on from their show to property renovations, another design program as well as 
blogging, creating retail product and furnishing lines, owning a restaurant, writing both a cookbook 
and design book and adding a new baby to the family. So, it seems that the endless roar of shiplap 
has taken a backseat to other pursuits, for the time being.  
 
Is Shiplap Done Forever?  
 
Since Joanna and Chip are out of the shiplap design picture, does that also mean that shiplap is 
done forever? Has it passed its prime? Is shiplap outdated in the sense of home interior spaces, or 
is there thought of keeping it on the sidelines for intermittent revivals? It's hard to bury the 
thought of the shiplap phase going its separate way, as it has historical roots and actual defining 
characteristics, many of which are even misunderstood by well meaning designers. Shiplap will 
always be more than just plain wooden boards.  
 
Shiplap's Historical Notes  
 
Historically, shiplap is nothing new. In fact, it has been around for quite awhile, especially in areas 
of the country where the weather was consistently harsh. There are misconceptions out there 
concerning shiplap. It was originally used as a protective material on the exterior of barns, shacks, 
sheds, homes and rustic structures. Shiplap does not necessarily mirror painted boards nailed to a 
wall or ceiling. On older housing, shiplap was placed on the exterior of the actual frame of a house 
directly beneath any siding.  
 
In fact, lots of older homes in Texas had shiplap exteriors, which is one reason why it gained its 
popularity with Joanna and Chip Gaines due to their real estate ventures in Waco. Shiplap in most 
parts of the country was considered old-time building material. It was affordable durable and 
versatile and at the time, it wasn't necessarily meant to be used as an interior design element.  
 
Standard homes today are framed and then plywood sheathing (covering) is applied, which helps 
to sustain and tighten the frame. Once that process is completed, siding is installed, along with 
wall coverings for interior areas. Prior to the use of plywood, one-by boards (1x6s and 1x8s) were 
used. They were either positioned in a diagonal or horizontal pattern and used as sheathing as well 
as for subfloor areas. Today, these same boards are often reclaimed and repurposed for interior 
design use. They are not real or genuine shiplap, but they take on the name as do other similar 
materials.  
 
Real Shiplap  
 
Real shiplap can be rough or milled wood made from pine or other less expensive wood. The wood 
is cut in different board widths and lengths, and the defining features of the boards are the rabbets 
(channels) on the opposite sides of the edges of the boards. The rabbets allow for overlapping. 
Upon installation, each board that is placed on a wall area is allowed to partially overlap with the 
next board. A channel is created between the boards that allows for a shadow-like effect, which 
also provides for protection against the wind and wet weather conditions. This type of shiplap is 
used for buildings that require minimum maintenance along with buildings that have to endure 
extreme cold and harsh climates.  
 
Shiplap in Design  
 
Interior design use of shiplap is usually done to give a ceiling or wall a rough or rustic appearance, 
but in place of actual shiplap, designers are using long wooden planks that are either painted white 
or other colors, stained, or left in their natural state with a protective sealant or clear acrylic coat. 
The planks are usually hung in a horizontal fashion with a narrow gap between them that is similar 
in appearance and design placement of genuine shiplap.  
 
Trend has Run its Course  
 
The preponderance of shiplap that was continuously in view over the last few years through 
programs like "Fixer Upper" helped to solidify a trend that in time reached its peak and saturation 



point. The repetitious use of shiplap in almost any home design easily led the shiplap trend on a 
downhill run.  
 
Not every home is going to benefit from the use of shiplap. The look might be fine for a farmhouse, 
country house, cottage, cabin or coastal home that can accommodate the quaint, rustic, nautical 
and comfy look of shiplap, but other home interiors can simply be overwhelmed and offset by its 
presence.  
 
If a home already has shiplap integrated in its original construction, or it is a period house that has 
underlying shiplap beneath old wallpaper, the shiplap should probably remain there. When shiplap 
is utilized in spaces where it is simply out of place, such as mid 20th century ranch homes, 70s and 
80s suburban cookie cutter houses, Italianate inspired Victorians, pueblo or Spanish style patio 
homes, the shiplap look simply does not do justice to these and other home styles.  
 
Every wall or number of walls covered with shiplap does not create a congenial setting and won't 
work in most homes. Excess shiplap can create a one-way look that is hard to bear on an every 
room, everyday basis. Simply put, a house must be able to accept and support the use of shiplap. 
You'll know if shiplap is right for you if your home has a countrified or modern farmhouse look, or if 
it is sitting near a seaside resort or beach or if it is a small and quaint country cottage.  
 
Shiplap has its Place  
 
Getting back to the question of whether the shiplap outdated look is headed towards the same fate 
as avocado appliances and dinosaurs, it is easier to say that shiplap has its place in certain design 
settings but, even then, if the setting is overrun with shiplap, the space can be deemed 
uncomfortable and hard to live with and enjoy. An interior design that is immersed in shiplap is 
more out of sync with current design trends rather than completely outdated. If you hastily decide 
to use shiplap where it doesn't belong, the moment it is installed a clash has been created and the 
obsession and love for are ended.  
 
If you simply cannot get over the lag in the shiplap trend and must have it and your home design 
does not meet architectural guidelines or layout aspects, shiplap can be used in isolation or in 
smaller applications. It should never be applied in huge expanses such as over entire living room 
walls, fireplace surrounds or kitchen backsplashes. More acceptable applications would be in 
smaller vanity areas, powder rooms or over popcorn or old ceilings that are worn and drab and in 
need of replacement.  
 
Shiplap's Fate  
 
With a high profile program like Fixer Upper going by the wayside, many of the decorative trends 
the show promoted simply ran their course through some of the designs and styles portrayed, 
along with the overly obsessive concern with shiplap. Excessive use of shiplap in almost every 
home drove the trend even further off the cliff. Like any other trend, charming or not, it is not 
going to last, particularly when it is considered for use in every home design application.  
 
Maybe the end of a popular design program initiated the fate of shiplap, but in the final analysis, 
every homeowner needs to realize that not every wildly popular trend can apply to their home. 
Obsessing over a design style and loving it should never be confused with, can this thing work in 
my home? 



Can Chandeliers Be Wider than a Table? 
 
Can Chandeliers Be Wider than a Table? 
The Question of Whether a Chandelier can be Wider than a Table  
There are several issues to consider before purchasing a chandelier to hang over a table. These 
include:  
. Chandelier size in length and width  
. Volume of light desired  
. Chandelier style  
. Room design  
. Table shape and size  
. Location of table  
. Location of chandelier from ceiling to floor  
 
Chandelier Size in Length and Width  
In order to properly install a chandelier over a table, study the variety of shapes and styles. These 
features should coordinate with the overall design of formal or casual tables.  
 
Note that chandeliers are used over a variety of table styles. Take a look at the size of the room. 
Try to keep the chandelier and table in proportion to room size.  
 
Volume of Light Desired  
Chandeliers provide light. For dining areas, adding a dimmer varies the volume of light from bright 
to a more romantic dimly lit room.  
 
Decide on the overall light the chandelier will provide for the purpose for which it is to be used. 
Take note of the distance between each chandelier light source.  
 
Chandelier Styles  
Chandelier styles vary from ultra modern to traditional crystal prism styles. Each of these can be 
wider than the table over which they rest.  
 
There are eclectic chandeliers that are rectangular in length and span the table's width and large 
round chandeliers from 40 to 45 inches wide. The rectangular chandeliers are known as island 
lights.  
 
In addition, there are several crystal chandeliers with individual prisms suspended from a central 
rectangular canopy about four feet in length and 30 inches in width.  
 
For a more modern version, choose a chandelier with six or eight globes suspended from the island 
canopy above it.  
 
Room Design  
For a chandelier to be wider than a table, it is essential to coordinate the chandelier style with the 
room design. As an example, for a room that is approximately 12 ft. by 12 ft., note the distance 
from the table to the remainder of the room and proximity to the chandelier.  
 
Chandeliers can be located over a table near windows to create a room design that offers optimal 
reflection indoors and out.  
 
In some innovative room designs, a table may be located in a corner of the room or close to a wall. 
There are chandeliers that are wider than a table that can be located centrally over the table in a 
large, flowing sconce style.  
 
Be mindful of room designs with curved walls, such as those in Victorian style homes. These room 
designs are perfect for a table placed inside the curve and a chandelier with width greater than the 
table.  
 
Table Shape and Size  
In most cases the shape and size of the table play an important role in how well a wider sized 
chandelier will look.  
 



Tables for dining are usually round, oval, square or rectangular. Dining table size depends on the 
amount of seating required. Choose a chandelier sufficiently wider than the dining table to provide 
the desired amount of lighting comparable to the seating number.  
 
If the table is not for dining but for room accent, a wider chandelier wider is ideal for accenting the 
shape of the table. For example, a kidney or "Figure Eight" shaped accent table coordinates well 
with a wider island chandelier with an imposing style.  
 
Location of the Table  
Dining tables tend to take prominence in a room. Accent tables are meant to fill spaces that 
otherwise would look bare. Even accent tables can take prominence in a room. The best example of 
this is an accent table in a large foyer. Locate a wider chandelier so it becomes part of the 
welcoming appeal.  
 
Dining tables can be located so family and guests feel comfortable and not crowded. Take the 
amount of space between each seating into consideration. This will help approximate the location 
of the chandelier above it.  
 
A dining table with seating for six or eight needs at least five feet of room from each wall for ease 
of seating. A wider chandelier over this table should give off sufficient light to cover the full area of 
the table's location.  
 
Location of Chandelier from Ceiling to Floor  
Chandeliers may located in most any room. Over a table, however, measure the distance from 
ceiling to floor before installing a wider chandelier.  
 
Allow for "head room" so that the wider chandelier is suspended high enough from the ceiling to 
avoid accidents.  
 
The usual sizes of ceiling to floor measurements are eight foot and 15 foot.  
 
In some foyers, the ceiling may be "cathedral length" of up to 20 feet in multi-level homes. Many 
stylish room decors include a chandelier that is wider than the table in the center of the foyer. In 
this location, a wider chandelier is the rule rather than the exception in order to provide visual 
balance.  
 
If you know the size of the ceiling height, coordinate the ceiling height with the height of the table 
and the actual space between the chandelier and the table.  
 
The Varieties of Chandeliers  
It is always creative to choose wider chandeliers in free form styles. Some chandeliers may have 
round globes, candelabra, hurricane glass, brightly colored lighted accents and even metal, copper, 
chrome and titanium light arms and matching bobeche.  
 
Chandelier Parts  
All chandeliers have several similar parts. These include:  
. Top canopy  
. Body dish  
. Candle cup  
. Candle tube  
. Bottom bowl  
. Bottom ball  
 
In a wider chandelier, these will be uniform in size even though the width from side to side is 30 
inches or more. Depending on the specific chandelier, these can be installed by an electrician or, if 
you have the experience, DIY.  
 
Wider Chandeliers Over Conference Room Tables  
Businesses prefer chandeliers wider than a conference table to facilitate the need for adequate 
light. In conference rooms, most of these chandeliers are intentionally wider than the conference 
room table and in shapes that may include:  
. Linear suspension  
. Free form suspension  
. Traditional prisms hung from a bronze or chrome canopy  



 
These wider chandeliers are heavily dependent on the overall conference room design and business 
decor.  
 
The Search is On for the Perfect Chandelier  
There are many places to look for ideas for how to use a wider chandelier over a table. Often, 
elegant, rustic, contemporary and traditional chandeliers go unnoticed in public places like 
theaters, hotels and historic homes.  
 
Another source to find the perfect pairing of a table with a wider chandelier is an interior decorator 
or interior designer. These can be found locally or online.  
 
Perfect Pairings  
Take the time to study how chandeliers turn lackluster room decor into a spectacular visual 
experience. Most of these can be found online.  
 
For example, in one rustic hotel in Glacier Montana, the large central chandelier in the reception 
area has a long rectangular table. The chandelier over this table is created from elk horns that are 
wider than the table. It gives a visual appearance of a cross bar over the table.  
 
Details to Remember  
To recap the most important points in a search for a chandelier wider than a table, several issues 
prevail:  
. Size  
. Measurements  
. Style  
. Room Decor  
. Location  
. Visual balance  
. Coordination  
 
Chandeliers Set the Mood of a Room  
The chandelier you choose should suit the mood of the room in which it is located. Consider the 
textures of table materials which can be metal, wood or glass.  
 
Wood tends to create a heavy look where glass and metal might not. It's easy to visualize how a 
wide rustic chandelier with wood accents would coordinate well with a wood table.  
 
Similarly, choose a chandelier with several wide glass globes that span the table width for a glass 
table to create the illusion of an airy room.  
 
Don't Forget a Wide Chandelier and Table for Artwork  
To enhance an art collection, place an accent table beneath a work of art and a wider chandelier 
over the table. This also works well with sculptures and objet d'art found in well coordinated 
interior design.  
 
Personal Taste and Your Style Statement  
Without doubt, the basic idea of designing room decor with a chandelier wider than a table 
depends as much on personal taste as it does on making a style statement to all who enter a room.  
 
Know your table specifications and your personal taste in chandeliers and you might arrive at 
choices that are unique and innovative.  
 
A simple, opaque glass globe of three feet in diameter hung from a single gold chain over a 
narrow, rectangular table will be the first room accent noticed.  
 
More Ideas for Wide Chandeliers and Tables  
Wide chandeliers accented with filigree, copper leaves drifting from a top canopy amid tiny lights or 
a verdigris chandelier with multi-color lights that seem to twinkle, add style to any room when 
placed over a table. For example, a single three foot high, 24" diameter log can be turned into a 
table. Accent this unusual table with a chandelier made from a dried tree limb wired with lights.  
 
Customize a Chandelier  



The table and chandelier styles can be customized. If you have a good eye for unusual accents 
found at antique shops and garage sales, take them to a local electrical supply store, along with 
the measurements of the table and desired size of the chandelier to have the table and chandelier 
fabricated. Then, enjoy your creative work of art. 



Can You Install a Nest Thermostat in an Apartment? 
 
Can You Install a Nest Thermostat in an Apartment? 
As a renter, unfortunately, you are almost always at the mercy of your apartment's amenities, 
including the thermostat, which is usually outdated or inefficient and could be costing you money.  
 
Outdated or inefficient thermostats can cause you to waste energy because they are not always 
accurate, which can cause you to crank up the system thus making it work harder to heat or cool 
your home, which in turn also increases your energy bill. Furthermore, they can also cause you to 
run your HVAC system at the same temperature 24 hours a day, even when no one's home, in 
order to ensure your apartment remains comfortable, which can also increase your energy bill. 
Otherwise, you can set the thermostat to a lower setting, only to wake up or return home and have 
to crank the thermostat way up and then wait hours to realize the desired temperature. As this 
cycle continues, it may cause you to wonder about the possibility of installing a Nest thermostat to 
help manage your apartment's temperatures, especially while you are away.  
 
Nest thermostats help you manage your home's temperatures by learning and then adapting itself 
to your energy consumption habits in order to decrease wasted energy, while also maintaining your 
home's comfort level. It will even learn your schedule while you are gone and then have your home 
set to the desired temperature when you arrive home, and it also works with your smartphone, 
which enables you to both monitor and control your home's temperatures as well as also receive 
alerts while you're away.  
 

Can I Install a Nest Thermostat in an Apartment? 

While theres nothing about the wiring that will stop it from working in your apartment, the landlord 
may have a problem with you making alterations; therefore, the answer to this question depends 
on your landlord. Furthermore, to place a Nest thermostat in an apartment, you will need to 
remove the old thermostat and then connect the Nest thermostat to the current wiring, which can 
be complicated without the proper knowledge of electrical wiring. In fact, even though the wires 
that connect to the thermostat are typically small, they can still deliver a shock if not handled 
properly.  
 
If you are fortunate enough to receive the go-ahead from your landlord to place a Nest thermostat 
in your apartment, they will also usually require that you remove the new thermostat, and replace 
it with the old one when you move out. In other words, the apartment must be returned in the 
order you found it, even if it's an upgrade like a Nest thermostat, in order to avoid being charged 
from your security deposit for reinstalling the old thermostat.  
 
Also, even if the landlord agrees to the install, they also reserve the right to replace it with the old 
thermostat if they think the new one is contributing to issues.  
 

How Is a Nest Thermostat Installed? 

Installing a Nest thermostat is fairly quick and can be done using the following 10 steps. However, 
if your thermostat has thick wires or is labeled 120V or 240V, it means that your thermostat 
contains a very strong voltage system in which case DO NOT attach these wires to the Nest 
thermostat.  
 
Step 1:  

• Step 1: Shut off the circuit breaker to the thermostat.  
 
Step 2:  

• Step 2: Label the old wires to match the corresponding wires on the Nest thermostat.  
 
Step 3: 

• Step 3: Carefully remove your old thermostat  
 
Step 4: 

• Step 4: Feed the wires through the middle of the base plate on the Nest thermostat and then 
mark the position of the screw holes.  

 



Step 5:  
• Step 5: Attach the Nest Box trim plate to the base plate.  

 
Step 6: 

• Step 6: Attach the Nest base to the wall using the included screws and a screwdriver.  
 
Step 7: 

• Step 7: Connect the corresponding wires to the Nest thermostat.  
 
Step 8: 

• Step 8: Attach the Nest thermostat display.  
 
Step 9:  

• Step 9: Turn the circuit breaker back on.  
 
Step 10: 

• Step 10: Test the new thermostat.  
 
You could also even ask the landlord if you purchase a Nest thermostat if they can have someone 
install it for an extra charge to help ensure it is installed properly, so it doesn't present problems 
later. Again, you may be responsible for removing the new thermostat and replacing it with the old 
one should you move out.  
 

Are There any Other Smart Devices I Can Install in 
My Apartment to Help Manage the Temperature 
While I'm Away? 

If installing a Nest thermostat in your apartment is not an option for you, don't fret, there are still 
a few smart devices that also enable you to manage your home's temperatures according to your 
schedule to help save money, and they are also accessible via your smartphone for added 
convenience while you are away.  
 

Sensibo Smart Air Conditioning Pods 

The Sensibo system has small receiver pods that connect to your air conditioning unit, which are 
then controlled by a hub that connects to and is powered by your router to enable you to control 
your unit via your smartphone. By using the system, you can turn the unit off or on according to 
set schedules, using your smartphone. The Sensibo Smart Air Conditioning pods are also 
compatible with heat pumps.  
 

Quirky Aros Smart AC 

The Quirky Aros Smart AC is a smart window air conditioner that learns from your patterns to cool 
your home when you need it and not when you are away. Its smart scheduling learns your habits 
and then adjusts the temperature accordingly all throughout the week. It also shuts off and turns 
according to your location. It also enables you to track your usage, so you can adjust your settings 
for even more energy savings.  
 

Crane 1,500 Watt Infrared Smart Heater 

The Crane 1,500 Watt Infrared Smart Heater uses energy-efficient heat to produce warmth, and it 
also features Wi-Fi connectivity that can be used with your smartphone to control the device from 
anywhere. It also has overheat protection, and it is clean and allergy safe for added comfort. 
Additionally, there is a child lock function and a cool exterior for added safety around pets and 
children, and it operates quietly.  
 

In Conclusion 

In the end, though the Nest thermostat can make a beneficial addition to any home or apartment, 
if you are a renter, then you must first get your landlord's permission to install the device in order 
to avoid issues and charges later. Furthermore, if you do obtain your landlord's permission to 
install a new thermostat, though, in most cases, installing a Nest thermostat is pretty 



straightforward, it is still best to have a basic understanding of electrical wiring in order to maintain 
your safety. Otherwise, enlist the service of a professional who is qualified to do the installation 
and can ensure a safe job. As stated earlier, theres nothing about the wiring that will stop it from 
working in your apartment, you just need to contact your landlord, first, as the landlord may have 
a problem with you making alterations without his or her permission. And never, ever, connect a 
Nest thermostat on a strong voltage system!  
 
In the meantime, there are various other Smart devices on the market that still enable you to 
manage your apartment's temperature, even while you are away, and they don't require any 
alterations to the property. So in the event your landlord disapproves to installing a Nest 
thermostat in your rental, it's good to know you still have other options for controlling your energy 
bill. 



How to Get Flooring for a Home Gym on the Cheap 
 
How to Get Flooring for a Home Gym on the Cheap 
Many people are serious about their health and fitness. Yet, they fail to think about how their home 
gym flooring impacts their workout routine.  
 
This is understandable. Working out on a bare or cement floor, as opposed to managing this chore, 
may seem like an easy trade-off compared to doing nothing. Choosing flooring for your home gym 
isn’t exactly exciting. In fact, it can be a drag, but it’s one of those things that you must do if 
you’re serious about fitness.  
 
You’d never skip a workout, would you? In all seriousness, the right home gym flooring can 
significantly increase your safety while protecting the structural integrity of your home.  
 
Some may choose to throw an old, used carpet over their workout space. That should work just 
fine. Right?  
 
Wrong. The floor of your workout space is literally the foundation of the system that supports your 
body while you exercise. By putting thought and a little time into choosing your gym flooring, you’ll 
create a space that’s pleasant to use and you may even exercise more often.  
 
Installing home gym flooring may seem like a relatively minor task, but it can significantly affect 
how you view exercise. A properly covered gym floor provides function and will improve your 
workout experience.  
 
It might take a little work to choose a covering and install it, but it will protect you, your body, 
your floor and your workout equipment. Although it’s the least thought about part of a home gym, 
it’s actually the most important.  
 
A Few Thoughts About Your New Gym Floor  
 
Over time, a consistent workout routine can wear out your floor, whether it’s wood or cement. You 
may think that your cement basement or garage floor will withstand regular workouts with ease. 
However, after dropping free weights – for instance – on the surface, you’ll see that even this 
hardened surface isn’t impervious to damage.  
 
In addition, cement or unpadded surfaces are extremely uncomfortable for direct skin to floor 
contact exercises such as push-ups and crunches. Furthermore, an unfinished cement surface 
produces dust, which you’ll never be able to clean completely.  
 
Rubber is your best home gym flooring choice, although – if your budget is truly limited – there are 
alternatives. More on that later.  
 
Ideally, you should go with rubber matting that’s approximately 3/8” thick, and – please – don’t 
use mats made for horse stalls. Instead, go for either rollout or interlocking rubber matting.  
 
The Best Choice for a Tight Budget  
 
If you need to cover a large area of your home for your gym, you may find it challenging to 
balance costs and protective benefits. Of course, it’s up to you if you want to use thin materials. 
However, this kind of covering will not dissipate the energy generated by routine workouts.  
 
There are affordable floor covering options that will do the job well. Also, the right home gym floor 
covering will provide you with choices as far as how much you need to cover a specific area.  
 
One of the most cost-effective and little-known budget home gym floor coverings is Sorbus wood 
mats. They’re effective for light workouts and home office applications. What’s more, they fit in 
nicely with existing décor.  
 
They come in different patterns and designs. You’d need only to pad the floor with 3/8” foam for 
the right absorbency, but this is an additional expense. Therefore, you’d have to do the math to 
figure out if this choice is right for you.  
 



Horse Stall Mats Might Not Be Such a Great Deal  
 
Many cost-conscious, fitness minded people install inexpensive horse stall mats in their workout 
area. On one hand, the mats can withstand high-level impacts. In fact, this flooring works well with 
hard-core aerobic exercise programs. Still, it lacks the slip resistance of rubber, which is a serious 
downside with this type of floor covering.  
 
In addition, horse stall mats are made with recycled rubber and hold a lingering, heavy tire smell. 
Also, their thin composition doesn’t do a great job of protecting interior floor surfaces. Still, horse 
stall mats are a popular choice among powerlifters, although they must use plywood under the 
covering to protect the floor from impacts.  
 
Despite these few benefits, installing this floor covering can cost more than buying adequate 
rubber home gym flooring, especially when you include the cost of installing additional padding. 
Furthermore, horse stall mats are known to move at the seams during forceful movements, which 
can result in accidents that could ultimately cost you much more than a functional flooring surface.  
 
Why Should I Invest in a Gym Floor Mat?  
 
Gym flooring is a worthwhile investment. Flooring is the foundation of your entire gym. Whether 
you own a full gym set up or you’re just getting started, choosing the right flooring can make a big 
difference in your workout experience.  
 
Overall, most flooring options aren’t too expensive, but the installation costs can add up – 
especially for larger spaces. In the long run, the smart move is to invest in a quality floor mat so 
that you don’t waste money replacing flooring that only lasts a relatively short time.  
 
While you may not realize it, gym flooring supports your body during hard workouts, and a non-slip 
rubber surface provides stability and protects you from injuries. Furthermore, the right flooring will 
extend the life of your gym equipment and the structure that supports your workout area.  
 
Think about what happens as impacts vibrate through the flooring and subframe of your home 
while you exercise. Gym mats absorb this vibration, protecting your home from structural damage.  
 
Why the Right Matt Makes All the Difference in the World  
 
No matter what rubber mat you choose, initially, it will hold a strong odor, but this will fade 
relatively quickly. Rubber gym mats are nonporous and work well for high-impact, sweaty 
workouts. They also have a smooth finish that will give your workout area a clean, professional 
look.  
 
Quality rubber mats are durable and well worth the investment. While they may have a significant 
initial upfront cost, you’ll save money in the long run because you won’t have to replace it 
frequently.  
 
Nonporous rubber mats also protect flooring from beverage spills and other liquids. Rubber mats 
designed especially for exercise are especially durable. Manufactures have designed them 
specifically to absorb repeated body and equipment impacts.  
 
This construction prevents damage to your home subflooring. Additionally, quality rubber gym 
mats absorb sound, preventing you from disturbing others during your workout.  
 
Gym Floor Mat Material Options  
 
In the end, you’ll have to find a balance between cost and protection when choosing your home 
gym flooring. Carpet, for instance, is a common covering used by many for cheap and fast gym 
flooring.  
 
If you must use carpet, choose low pile or commercial grade carpeting. Also, carpet tiles make 
installation easy for anyone. Otherwise, you’ll have to hire a professional installer to make sure 
that the carpet is secure enough to allow you to workout safely. In addition, carpets aren’t 
nonporous, so they will need an occasional cleaning, especially if you accidentally spill something 
on the surface.  
 



Foam is another inexpensive home gym floor covering. This kind of covering works well for routines 
such as yoga and Pilates.  
 
Vinyl flooring is easy to clean and resists mold and moisture. However, it offers little shock 
absorption. The end result after installing the vinyl will feel much like that of a typical kitchen floor, 
rather than a comfortable gym surface.  
 
Choosing the right gym flooring is a balancing act between prioritizing the structural integrity of 
your home, your safety, your comfort and your budget. Whether you lift free weights or do yoga, 
it’s important to do your best to install the ideal flooring for your workout style.  
 
2’ x 2’ rubber exercise floor tiles are a proven and safe bet. Some manufacturers also offer larger 
rubber tiles. They also produce tiles that are smooth on one side so that you can finish off the 
edges of your mat nicely.  
 
The pieces fit together like a jigsaw puzzle. You can buy them in any combination to design a mat 
that’s perfect for you.  
 
Rubber gym mats are also available in convenient rolls. They’re typically 4 feet wide and vary in 
length. The nice part about this kind of home gym flooring is that you simply roll it out and you’re 
done. However, you must find a way to secure the edges.  
 
Most dedicated fitness enthusiasts go with 2’ x 2’ rubber home gym floor tiles. Quality rubber tiles 
last longer than less resilient floor coverings. They are more expensive than, for instance, horse 
stall mats, but they're also safer and more attractive. Furthermore, quality rubber home gym floor 
matting cuts down on mold, mildew and odors.  
 
Varying home gym flooring has different benefits. Whatever flooring type that you choose will have 
a big influence on the feel and comfort of your home gym.  
 
Ultimately, you must decide what works best for you. Good luck with your installation and enjoy 
your workout on your new gym floor! 



Can You Use Crown Molding as a Baseboard? 

Crown moulding, also known as ceiling moulding, adds a beautiful accent to your home, with 

either a Modern, Traditional, Victorian, or Arts & Craft style. It also comes in various 

materials, including pine, which offers a warm rustic look, oak, which includes a traditional 

hardwood look but with a pronounced grain, primed pine, which offers a natural wood-based-

paint-grade look that is pre-primed, and primed medium density fiberboard (MDF), which 

offers an even-painted finish that is more versatile to work with.  

Crown moulding offers a refined way to soften the transition from the wall to the ceiling for 

an exceptional look. The taller and bigger the room, the wider the crown moulding; hence, the 

more striking the look.  

Given the visually appealing look that crown moulding adds to the ceiling, it may also cause 

some people to wonder if it can also be used on the baseboards to create a stunning effect, 

which this short informational on using crown moulding will help address.  

Can	You	Use	Crown	Moulding	as	a	Baseboard?		

Unfortunately, the answer to this question is No. Crown molding is cut to fit at a 45 degree 

angle to go in the corner of a ceiling if used as baseboard, it would get broken easily since it 

isn't supported in the middle. 

How	is	Crown	moulding	Installed?	

Crown moulding is a complex application that can thwart even the most experienced 

professional due to its compound angles.  

Step	1	

The moulding is first cut to create the perfect bevel and miter in the exact angles that allow 

the moulding to fit seamlessly to the ceiling and wall.  

When working with a wider wall, two lengths of moulding will be connected using an 

overlapping scarf joint that is cut in an angle.  

Once the overlapping scarf joint has been cut, a thin layer of glue will be added to the joint 

and then it will be nailed into position. The adjoining piece of moulding will then be installed 

so that it creates a secure fit.  

With the two pieces of moulding in place, any excess glue will be wiped away. The glue will 

be allowed to dry, and then sandpaper will be used to make the joint smooth.  

Step	2	

The outside corners will then be formed by cutting two pieces of moulding in 45-degree 

miters that are opposite to each other. If the corners of the walls do not angle in an exact 

square, then the pieces will be readjusted to address the issue. 



The cut pieces will then be measured against the wall to ensure a tight fit. If they are not a 

tight fit, then the pieces will be marked to indicate the correct measurements, after which time 

the saw will then be adjusted to fit the proper angles. Once the new pieces are cut, they will 

be tested again to ensure an accurate fit.  

The outside miters will then be cut, with the crown piece positioned upside down, using the 

same angles used to cut the test piece.  

The moulding will then be positioned together and then nailed to the wall. Glue will then be 

added to the miter joints, and then each crown will be securely fastened with nails at the 

bottom as well as the top.  

Step	3	

The inside corners will then be cut, the edges will then be coped, and then the piece will be 

tested to ensure it fits. The coped moulding will then be installed, using nails to secure it in 

place.  

If needed, the crown moulding pieces will be finished with a return to ensure the ends fit 

seamlessly together. The pieces will then be connected using nails, followed by a thin layer of 

glue at the joints. Putty may also be used to secure the nails in place.  

Finally, you will be free to enjoy your new crown moulding.  

As you can see installing crown moulding can be a long process, which requires a lot of 

patience. It also requires a deep knowledge of angles in order to properly fit and ensure a 

seamless fit. Crown moulding installation also requires the right cutting tools to ensure a 

proper cut and fit.  

Therefore, if you are considering installing crown moulding in your home, it is probably best 

left up to the professionals, unless you have the extensive knowledge and specialized tools 

needed for a professional installation.  

Are	There	any	Alternatives	to	Crown	Moulding	That	can	I	use	to	Beautify	

my	Baseboards?	

Fortunately, yes.  

Just like crown moulding, baseboards are also used to cover the seam where the floor 

connects to the wall, which can be unappealing. However, since they also protect plaster walls 

from becoming damaged by vacuuming, kicking, and other household activities; therefore, it 

is important to select baseboard materials that are just as appealing as they are functional in 

order to preserve your wall as well as the actual baseboard.  

Though baseboards are usually less decorative than traditional crown moulding, they are 

available in various colors and textures that can be used to add just as much appeal to your 

home as crown moulding, but for your floors, to help restore pride in your home.  

Some ways you can beautify your baseboard include:  



Repair	Your	Current	Baseboards	

Removing the baseboards in your home can be a drastic undertaking; therefore, it is often 

recommended that you simply repair the baseboards you already have to help improve the 

look of your floors and lower walls. Furthermore, you should note that baseboards that have a 

streamlined design help prevent dust and dirt build-up, which means they are less likely to 

dull quickly, and they also require less cleaning.  

To update your existing baseboards, simply clean and then apply a coat of fresh paint to them, 

but be sure the color matches the walls for a simple look. Otherwise, incorporating baseboards 

that differ in color than the walls can make the room appear too busy, especially if the room 

has a lot of detailed casings or ornaments.  

For hardwood baseboards, simply try staining them or finishing them the same color as the 

floor for a warm, elegant look.  

Consider	Composite	Materials	Like	Medium	Density	Fiberboard	(MDF)		

Medium Density Fiberboard (MDF), which is also used in some crown moulding designs, is 

less expensive than wood baseboards and also resistant to mold and mildew, which is just 

perfect in situations where water intrusion may be a problem.  

Consider	Composite	Materials	Like	Polystyrene	

If you reside in a home with lots of crooked walls, or you have beautiful crown moulding in 

your home that you would like to match with the baseboards, you might consider using a 

baseboard material, such as polystyrene, which is more flexible than wood as well as many 

other baseboard materials.  

When installing polystyrene baseboards, simply follow the contours of the walls, and then use 

paint or caulk to conceal the gaps. 

Play	up	the	Walls	

Though it is not possible to use crown moulding on the baseboards, it is possible to still 

achieve the historic look of crown moulding with the use of Wainscotting.  

Wainscotting is simply paneling that comes halfway up the wall, which adds a classic 

architectural look similarly to crown moulding. In fact, it also a common look that can be 

found in many historic homes, and it can be made more contemporary by using colors like 

butternut or walnut, which add warmth to the space. Or it can be made to feel more formal by 

using large, flat panels of wood, either stained or painted, which creates an elegant look.  

Historic wallpaper can also be used to play up the construction of your home.  

Final	Words/Conclusion	

In the end, though No. Crown molding is cut to fit at a 45 degree angle to go in the corner of a 

ceiling If used as baseboard, It would get broken easily since it isnt supported in the middle, 

there are still many other, just as stunning and less costly baseboard options to choose from.  



When updating your baseboards, just be sure the color and texture of the baseboards match 

the floor, since they are adjacent to each other and can either complement or clash with each 

other.  

You should also remember to keep the baseboards in the same dimensions and detail as all 

other trim in your home for a more harmonious look.  

For a more modern look, consider installing crown moulding on the ceilings in addition to 

simple MDF or polystyrene baseboards for the floor for a clean look.  

When in doubt about the proper baseboards to select for your home, you may also consider 

consulting a professional interior designer who is well adept in all things home design and can 

help you determine the perfect baseboards for you. They can also call in various other home 

design professionals as needed to help ensure you get the look you want.  

 



Articles from iWriter 
 
How do you make a newel post sturdy? 
 
Every stairway needs a strong bannister for support and safety. Bannisters are also good for style and 
decoration in every home. In order for a stairway or bannister to maintain symmetry and style, it needs 
sturdy newel posts for support. Newel posts are positioned at the top of the stairway or right at the 
bottom. They are also found in places where stairways change directions. They are very important to 
the formation of the stairs because they act as the support systems or poles that bear the weight of 
the stairway.  
 
For every direction that a stairway takes, there must be a newel post to help with that turn. It is for this 
reason why it is important to learn how to make a newel post sturdy in order to maintain a strong 
stairway. 
 
Understanding newel posts 
 
Some people mistake newel posts for balusters but the two are very different. While balusters are 
closely placed together on a stairway, newel posts only appear where there is a juncture. The main 
function of the newel post is to hold the weight of the stairway or banister and give it its symmetrical 
shape and maintain its strength. Balusters too help with the stairway support and they are more in 
number as compared to newel posts. Balusters fill in the gaps between newel posts, which further 
helps with the stairway strength.  
 
Newel posts come in four different types. The four types are standard newels, pin-top newels, 
stabilizer newel posts and landing newels. Standard newels are used in situations where the handrail 
has an even height. Pin-top newels are used in situations where the handrail has a continuous run. 
This type of post is also used at the bottom of the stairway where the handrail has a volute. Landing 
newels are used in the upper and middle landings of the handrail. In most cases, they are used when 
there is level change of the handrail. Lastly the stabiliser newels are used where there is a long run of 
rails. They are used for extra support of the rails.  
 
All the above types of newels come either as turned newel posts and box newel posts. Both the two 
types of posts serve the same purposes but come with their own advantages and disadvantages. Box 
newel posts are larger than turned newel posts but whatever type you want for your stairway will 
depend on your preferences and style.  
 
Newel posts also come in many different designs. They range from mid-century, antique, Victorian, 
handcrafted and modern day bespoke designs. Depending on your taste and style, they can transform 
your stairway into a luxurious and classy part of the home as well as increase safety to the stairway 
and bannisters.  
 
Different ways to make a newel post sturdy 
 
When you have a wobbly bannister, then in most cases the reason for this would be a loose newel 
post. A lose bannister is not safe which makes the whole stairway very unsafe for use by anyone. 
However you can make this right by making your newel posts sturdy to avoid any accidents. Let us 
look at different ways on how you can make a newel post sturdy. 
 
Before you go about repairing the newel post, first check if it is sturdy enough. You can do this by 
shaking the post at the bottom of the stairs to affirm if its firm enough, if it is loose, then do the 
following things to make it sturdy.  
 
Tighten the bolts 
 
Having a wobbly bannister is a sign that something is loose. In most cases, this could be the newel 
post. If you notice this, then you should check the status of your newel post immediately. Look for the 
bolted section of the post at the joist underneath the floor. You will see the place where the newel post 
protrudes vertically from the floor. Once you have located this, check the status of the bolts or lag 
screws.  
 



While both the lag screws and bolts serve the same purpose, they do not look the same. They have 
the same kind of heads, but lag screws do not pass through to the other side of the wood whereas 
bolts do. Tightening lag screws may be harder than tightening the bolts so you have to be very keen.  
 
The wood around the lag screws sometimes wears off completely which will force you to drill a whole 
set of holes for fresh lag screws. You either can do that or get rid of the old screws, make new holes 
through the wood and drill in new screws through the joist and post. Another option is to replace the 
lag screws with bolts that have nuts and washers for more sturdiness.  
 
Use timber locks and ledger locks 
 
When you are fixing the newel posts, using timber locks or ledger locks would be a better option than 
using screws and bolts. This is because they are stronger and they make the newel posts sturdier. 
The two are heavy-duty screws and they do not require any prior drilling on the wood or floor. Timber 
locks have a tapered head that easily sinks into the wood and it comes in different lengths depending 
on the thickness of the newel posts.  
 
Use glued wood 
 
Drill a hole onto the joist where the newel post is bolted. Then take a piece of wood and apply wood 
glue on it. Take the glued piece of wood and push it into the drilled hole until the wood is on the same 
level with the surface of the post. Do not leave the place looking dab but paint it to have a uniform 
look.  
 
If you still shake and the stairway still feel loose, drill another hole on the stair frame and secure the 
newel post again but this rime in a different spot. If that still does not work, go the next juncture of the 
newel post and repeat the procedure, make sure you glue some wood on all the junctures with the 
newel posts until the stairway stops to shake.  
 
Use a steel mounting plate 
 
 another permanent installation procedure to ensure you have a sturdy newel post that will stand the 
test of time, is by using a steel mounting plate. For this, you will need a drill, drill bits and an epoxy. 
Take your newel post and determine what length of the post you need above the floor. Add another 6 
to 7 inches to the length you need and insert the mounting sleeve on this length. Use a band saw or a 
chop saw to cut the newel post from the bottom. Mark the newel post location and with your drill bit 
make a hole on the surface. Using a jigsaw, make a square outline and make sure whatever outline 
you cut will accommodate the sleeve of the newel post.  
 
After you are done, take your newel post and slide it into the mounting sleeve making sure you fit it 
well. Tighten the setscrews into the holes on the sleeve of the post using an Allen wrench. Then with 
the newly attached sleeve, slide in the post into the hole and secure it further with 4 other anchoring 
screws. The four screws will attach the post to the mounting surface permanently. After this you can 
then use epoxy to secure the collar of the newel onto the surface of the mounting. With this method, 
you can be sure to have found a permanent solution to having a sturdy newel post.  
 
Check the handrails 
 
If you try all the above methods or any one of them and you feel that the bannister still wobbles, then 
check the handrail. Rails have different sections all connected together with bolts running all the way 
to the newel post. If the handrail is shaky, check where it joins the newel post especially the places 
underneath it. Check if there are any plugged or open holes. Using a nail-set tool and a hammer, 
fasten the star shaped nuts by turning them.  
 
If the handrails are fastened to the wall using brackets, check if the brackets are loose and tighten 
them up. Also check for spindles on the handrails and if they are loose, use wooden wedges coated 
with glue to fix back the spindles. If the spindles are completely damaged, it would be a good idea to 
remove them completely and replace them with new ones. With a firm handrail, then you can rest 
assured that your newel post will stand the test of time.  
 
Wrapping it up 
 



A wobbly bannister or an unsteady newel post are all accidents waiting to happen. Fixing a newel post 
does not require much and it is something you can DIY. However, if it is too tricky, do not hesitate to 
call an expert to diagnose and fix the problem for you. To avoid any problems, make sure during the 
construction of the stairway, the attachment of the newel post is done by an expert using the correct 
hardware and tools. It will make the difference between safety and opening up the top or bottom of 
your stairway later for repairs. 



Can you install your own Air Conditioning unit? 
 
The installation of air conditioning should ideally be done by an experienced professional. However, if 
you are comfortable working with air conditioning and electricity equipment, it is feasible to do it 
yourself.  
 
Who can install air conditioning? 
If you are thinking of putting air conditioning it is important that you know the new law: equipment 
containing fluorinated gases, may only be installed by a professional who holds a certificate for the 
handling of this type of gases and who works in an authorized installation company. Also, as a buyer 
you also have your obligations and possible fines if you breach them. 
 
It is essential that an installer is approved because... 
 
In this way, it is intended to avoid, as far as possible, that the user is harmed by the fact of contracting 
with a company that does not meet these conditions, thus preventing it from having the necessary and 
mandatory technical documentation to be able to legalize an installation. 
 
Moreover, it is dangerous to work with people without approval because there may be problems when 
hiring a power supply, overcoming a mandatory technical inspection, eligible for government 
assistance for the renovation of facilities, or even can be you without the coverage insurance in case 
of damage. 
  
Keys to take into account when selecting an installer 
 
First of all, and in the first place, that it is an approved installer, certified and qualified, that has 
experience, that has good references, that complies with the law, that is up-to-date with its tax 
obligations, that has adequate insurance and that you have assured your staff, that you have a 
pleasant treatment and, of course, that cause the minimum inconvenience. 
 
What does an installer need to approve? 
 
The most common way is to obtain a Certificate of Professionalism. It is an official accreditation that 
certifies that the person who owns it has the knowledge and skills to develop a specific work activity, 
that is, it is qualified. And you can do it through two ways: 
 
1. Training, by passing all the training modules associated with the corresponding professional 
certificate or by carrying out training programs in alternation with employment, with the contents of 
professional certificates. 
2. Professional experience and non-formal training, through the procedures of evaluation and 
accreditation of professional skills acquired through work experience or non-formal training. 
 
Air conditioners: which aspects to consider 
 
To determine the type and power of the air conditioner, it is necessary to take into account the 
characteristics of the room to be conditioned: dimensions, number of exposed walls, number of 
windows and French windows, number of people living there.  
 
  
Another aspect to consider is the technology used: “on-off " technology or inverter technology. The 
first type works by alternating periods of activation with periods of deactivation of the machine 
depending on the temperature inside the room; the second allows you to continuously and 
automatically adjust the power and operating speed of the air conditioners based on the outdoor 
temperature and the values set for indoor environments, avoiding continuous shutdowns and ignitions.  
 
Air conditioners can be monosplit or multisplit. Mono-split air conditioners are those systems in which 
each indoor unit is connected to an outdoor unit. This type of air conditioner is generally used for 
homes where there are not many rooms to be air-conditioned.  
 
  



A multisplit conditioner it consists of an air conditioning system equipped with two or more internal 
devices connected to the same outdoor unit. This system is mostly used in business or industrial 
environments, such as offices and shops, where all internal units are used at the same time.  
  
 
Air conditioners can be portable or fixed ; the fixed ones are installed in a stable position (wall, floor, 
ceiling and false ceiling), the portable ones can be moved according to the needs.  
 
How powerful must the system be? 
 
The power of the air conditioners is measured in BTU schedules (British thermal unit), which 
expresses the cooling capacity of the unit in one hour. 
 
To estimate how many BTUs must have a machine to cool our environment, a simple rule can be used 
to multiply the square meters of the room to be air-conditioned for 340 BTU. That is, if we have a room 
of 33 square meters will need to have a 12,000 BTU / h air conditioning. 
 
It must be considered that it is not a precise rule and that for the ideal power of an air conditioner other 
factors must also be evaluated. For example, for a living area, where you are in the hottest hours of 
the day, it may be advisable to have a more powerful air conditioner than one provided for the 
bedroom, where we usually spend the night hours which are cooler. If we need to refresh a room with 
large windows on the third floor we will still need a more powerful air conditioner than for a glassless 
cellar. 
 
An aspect not to be underestimated is how many environments I have to refresh. For a room we can 
evaluate whether to buy a fixed or portable model, but it changes a lot if we have more rooms to cool. 
 
In that case, the fixed system becomes the solution that offers the best performance. In that case you 
can opt for a "split" system that is equipped with several indoor units to be installed. 
How much does a conditioning system cost? 
 
In summary, the models of air conditioners are therefore: 
•Portable monobloc. They suck the warm air from the room and send it out through a pipe that passes 
through a window, which must have a special hole or must remain open. For these models prices are 
approximately between 200 and 1100 dollars. 
•Split fixed. They have a motor (compressor) that is installed externally to which corresponds an 
internal element mounted fixed to the wall in the room to be refreshed. There are models that serve 
only for cooling and others, which instead are also equipped with heat pump (air conditioning), which 
allows you to heat the room in winter. In addition to the traditional models there are air conditioners 
that are also equipped with an inverter system, which keeps the temperature stable with lower energy 
costs.  
•Multi-split. These are ideal models in case we have more rooms to refresh. As for the models with 
fixed split they are equipped with a compressor unit positioned on the outside with two or more internal 
elements. For these models, the installation is more complicated than the models with only one 
element inside, but has various advantages such as the possibility of establishing different 
temperatures for the various rooms of the house. Obviously, having more units inside it requires a 
more powerful engine; consequently also the consumption is affected.  
 
It is always good to remember that the air conditioner must always be kept efficient, so it is advisable 
to clean the filter regularly and have the coolant level checked every year by the technicians. This is 
because any change in pressure, leaks or other problems can decrease the efficiency of the 
appliance. For all these operations it is advisable to make use of the help of a specialized technician, 
especially if a fixed conditioner is chosen. 
 
 
If you are interested in buying or installing an air conditioner or if you simply wish to have a free and 
without obligation, you can contact us indicating your data and the type of system you want, by filling 
out the form below. 
 
 
Air conditioning systems: facilities 
 



When replacing the old (less efficient) plant with a more efficient one, you can take advantage of the 
65% ecobonus, valid until 31 December 2017. In this case the intervention, aimed at energy saving, 
can be implemented on buildings of any cadastral category (houses, offices, shops), provided they 
already exist and have a heating system.  
 
In the case of heat pump systems, the requirement for access to deductions is that they are highly 
efficient systems and that their installation involves the complete replacement of the existing heating 
system. 
 
Your options for an air conditioning in the home 
Fixed air conditioners are basically more effective than mobile ones. Although they are more 
expensive than mobile devices, but provide a significantly better cooling performance and work more 
efficient and energy-efficient. 
 
Full air conditioning / central air conditioning 
 
In addition to the temperature, the so-called RLT (room ventilation) full air conditioning system also 
regulates all other air quality parameters, such as humidity and fresh air change. With a full air 
conditioning system, you have the perfect indoor climate for every season. 
 
For this purpose, the system requires a central room (eg the utility room). Due to the somewhat higher 
space requirement and the channels drawn through the walls, full air conditioners are mostly used 
exclusively in new buildings. This is the advantage if an air conditioning system is planned directly for 
the new building. 
 
With a full air conditioning system, you choose the most comfortable way of air conditioning and, 
depending on the installation, you can cool your entire building with a single system. In the alternative, 
the split devices would already be required for several internal parts, which also need to be 
interconnected. 
 
Room Air Conditioners 
 
Room air conditioners consist of an outer and an inner part (split device) or several inner parts (multi-
split device). The interior parts can be installed as a wall or ceiling unit. 
 
Room air conditioners are: 
•economical 
•easier, because also retrospective, to install 
•available in different performance classes 
 
Professional installers usually have extensive industry knowledge. They know the current product offer 
of producers and are kept up to date with all company news. They should also be oriented at the 
prices of individual interior design elements, such as furniture, ceramics and paints. 
 
With this knowledge, a professional professional installer will propose an optimal solution for the 
budget we set for arranging the interior. Thanks to this, the customer saves time needed to search for 
products and has the guarantee that he purchased it at favorable price conditions. 
 
It should also be remembered that every professional installer has a team of trusted, reliable 
subcontractors in the field of carpentry or stonemasonry. Long-term cooperation with partners results 
in a very good communication between them, and the result is a perfect investment. 
 
By using these companies, we can expect that all finishing works will be carried out on time and with 
due diligence, which in the case of selecting a random company from the Internet carries a high risk. 



Can you install shingles over metal roofing? 
 
Sheet metal is the alternative to the asphalt shingle that is used today to cover sloping roofs. If we 
tend to book the corrugated iron for a shed, a garage or other shelter, it would be wrong to dismiss this 
type of roof for his house. 
 
The next time you pass heritage architecture, take the time to stop to observe the roof. The ancestral 
technique of installing a sheet metal roof is far from being forgotten.  
 
How to Remove Old Shingles to Install a Metal Roof 
 
 
If you plan to install a metal roof on your home or garage, you will most likely need to remove old 
shingles first. If you leave the old shingles in place, the supporting structure of the roof cannot 
withstand the weight of the shingles and the metal roof. Your new metal roof must have a flat surface. 
If the shingles are not flat, they must come loose. This task requires a considerable amount of skill, it 
is only physically demanding, depending on how big the roof is. 
 
1. 
Order a waste bin large enough to hold the old shingles. A single layer of lightweight shingles could 
weigh 225 pounds per 100 square feet of surface. Plan when the dumpster arrives, so you can get 
right where you want it. Set up the container so that you can drop the old shingles directly from the 
roof. 
 
2 
Cover the shrubs under the eaves with plastic sheets while you work. This facilitates cleaning and 
protects the plants. Place plywood panels against windows and other fragile items to protect them 
from shingles that might fall from the roof. 
 
3 
Loosen the chimneys around chimneys, drainpipes and other roof structures with a crowbar. If 
necessary, pry up the nails with the claw of a hammer. 
 
4 
Slide the front edge of a shingle excavator under the lower edge of the upper row of shingles. If you do 
not have a shaving scraper, use a flat shovel to get under the shingles. Pull up the scraper or shovel 
as you push it to the top of the roof. This pulls up the shingles and their nails. 
 
5 
Work your way through the top row of shingles, loosen and pull them up as you go. Go to the next row 
and loosen it. Also, pull up those shingles. Dump dumped shingles into a dumpster or other container 
so you can dispose of them properly. Continue this process until you tear off all the big shingles from 
the roof. 
 
6 
Examine the roof skin for remaining nails. Pull up nails with a crowbar or the claw of a hammer. If you 
cannot get the nail out of the shell, hit the nail flush with the surface with a hammer. 
 
7 
Use a spatula to scrape off roof tiles that could stay around the ventilation slots or wherever the roof 
was laid. 
 
8 
Sweep the floor around the house with a broom magnet. This device picks up any nails that have 
fallen from the roof. 
 
 
Things that you need 
•Trashcan 
•Plastic sheeting 
•plywood boards 
•crowbar 



•hammer 
•Shingle scraper 
•Garden shovel with flat blade 
•spatula 
•broom magnet 
 
Tips 
•Plan this project for a time when there is no rain in the weather forecast. Have a few tarpaulins ready 
to cover the roof, just in case of unexpected rain. 
•If you remove shingles from a large roof, you will get some help. The sooner you tear off the old 
shingles, the faster you can install the new metal roof. 
•The new metal roof will cover all the nail holes that are in the roof of the shingles . 
 
Warnings 
•When working on the roof extreme caution is required. Wear safety ropes and straps to protect you 
from falling. Wear shoes with non-slip soles. Only work on the roof when the surface is dry. 
•Do not neglect the magnetic sweep. Nails scattered around your house are dangerous when mowing 
or gardening. Landing in your driveway is a flat tire in your future. 
 
How to prepare the surface to cover with sheet metal? 
 
•Measure the roof, anticipating the excess if you want the sheet to protrude from the edge of the roof, 
and dividing the roof width by three to find the number of panels needed; 
•Order your sheet steel panels by giving your roof measurements to the distributor; 
•Remove the old shingles by throwing them into a rented waste container and, by the same token, rent 
an industrial strength magnet to retrieve the nails that will fall from the roof; 
•Repair the structure by replacing or repairing damaged curbs and checking the strength of the 
structure; 
•Install a membrane to protect the roof from water infiltration, either tarred paper to nail or staple, or 
sticky sticker impossible to remove, to pose with a comrade; 
•Install the furs by screwing them around the pipes coming out of the roof, into the valleys, along the 
ridges and ridges, as well as on the rest of the roof; 
•Install the flashings on the fascia and on the gables, then install the valleys with nails; 
•Install a foam rubber membrane as needed to ensure a good seal.  
 
Are you planning to renovate or install a sheet metal roof? 
 
How to install the sheet on the roof? 
 
The metal roofing is made of corrugated iron which is installed on the roof frame with roof screws. The 
metal roof screw pierces the metal panel to attach to the wood of the frame. The head of the screw is 
provided with a rubber ring that prevents water from seeping in. 
 
The laying of the first ring is critical because they are two feet wide, but are often very long. You must 
measure and check the distance to be covered at the top and bottom of the panel to make sure the 
last piece of sheet metal is equal. The first sheet of sheet metal installed, you check the 
measurements and if everything is straight and even, you just have to lay the other sections of cover 
ensuring that the edge of the bottom of the roof is equal. 
 
With the metal cover and trim installed, you use a protective sealant (sealant) to seal the joints 
between the "J" ledge and chimney and other items coming out of the house roof. Do not use tar on 
the surface as it will soil the finish of the coating with the flow of rain. 
 
The corrugated form of the panels allows ventilation between the framing and the roof sections to 
prevent the formation of moisture and the appearance of mold on the materials. Their shape is made 
so that the sheet metal panel you install overlaps the previous one, while forming a joint that will not let 
the water through.  
 
Note that there are pieces of sheet metal that fit into each other.  
 
How to replace the existing roof with sheet metal? 
 



 
According to Ecohabitation, it is possible to install a sheet metal liner without removing your asphalt 
shingles, unless you already have several layers of shingles. In this case, it is better to remove them 
to ensure proper installation of the sheet. The contractor will place a lattice on the asphalt shingles 
and put the sheet on the lath. Before that, we will make sure that there are no problems, water 
infiltration for example, that would have caused damage to the structure or insulation.  
 
Does sheet metal withstand the northern climate? 
 
Roofs coated with steel or copper should be inspected regularly to ensure that there are no cracks that 
will allow water to seep in. The temperature causes the metal to expand and contract. Thus, freezing 
and thawing cycles, as well as ice falls in winter use this material. Roofs with many skylights and 
valleys are more at risk. When the ice is detached from the roof, it can pierce the sheet by hitting the 
skylight or the edge of the roof. Galvanized sheet metal roofs must be repainted every five or seven 
years. Take this opportunity to inspect your roof and make the necessary repairs. 
 
 
Offered in multiple colors, with a longer life and not absorbing moisture, many have often opted for 
sheet metal roofing. Here are four models that can be found: 
 
•Galvanized steel is a greyish white metal used in the form of sheets to cover a roof. This material is 
easy to work, it is very aesthetic, in addition to being resistant and waterproof; 
•The Canadian sheet is malleable and allows to marry the forms of roofs on slopes. The sheet metal 
overlaps diagonally on the roof, which minimizes the risk of water infiltration; 
•The baguette sheet is folded and stapled on a wooden stick. It is becoming more and more popular 
with new seamless laying techniques. These sheets are reputed to be very solid; 
•The sheet with pinched joints or standing joints can be recognized by its narrow joint and raised 
between the sheets. It has a similar appearance to the chopstick sheet, but its installation is faster and 
its tightness is foolproof. 
 
Note that these sheet metal roofs used previously for homes and farms are ideal for your cottage or 
shed. You can even prune the roof to install a fan. 



Why You Should Never Try To Install Your Own Furnace 
 
In the current economy, people are trying to identify new ways of saving money. One of the best ways 
they have identified is by doing home improvements on their own. This can be a great strategy, but 
when it comes to heating installs, this is a very dangerous proposition, particularly if you are working 
with natural gas and electricity. 
 
At some time, the reliable furnace serving you will need be replaced as it will become too inefficient or 
die out altogether. Installing a furnace needs to be done by experts. An individual should ever consider 
hiring a licensed HVAC professional to help in this. This is not a job for even the most ambitious do-it-
yourselfer. The whole process of installation needs considerable knowledge of sheet metal work, 
electrical work, and even some skills on plumbing. Installing a new furnace is a fairly complicated 
process, and only licensed HVAC professionals have the required permits in your state. 
 
The process can become even more complicated if you switch from a gas furnace to an electric 
furnace or vice versa. HVAC specialists undergo rigorous training immediately completing their 
associate degree program. They are put into training on how to handle any contingency that may at 
times develop during the installation process. In most states technicians must also be licensed in the 
area they work in. 
 
The Installation Process 
 
Before commencing on this project, ensure all electrical and gas supplies are completely turned off. It 
is extremely dangerous leaving gas or power to the furnace unit on while uninstalling process. It is 
never recommended under any circumstances. It is then safe to remove the old furnace once all the 
utilities are turned off. All gas supplies and wires need to be disconnected, and ductwork and vent 
pipes should be detached and removed. The HVAC expert needs to wear protective gear and gloves 
before removing the old furnace to avoid getting cut by the edges of the metal sheet. 
 
Note that, if the existing furnace is connected to an AC unit, there is a need to disassemble the 
connection. Only HVAC professionals who have experience working with refrigeration units are 
qualified to do this. Once the unit has been completely disassembled and all of the screws have been 
taken out of the base, it is now safe to be removed and discarded properly or hauled out.  
 
Preparing the Area for the New Furnace 
 
The next step for the technician will be to thoroughly clean the area where the new furnace will be 
installed. If there is any dirt or dust in the area it must be vacuumed up. You don't want to spend all 
that money on a new furnace just to let it be contaminated with dust when you have it installed. 
 
Once the set area is completely free of debris and dust, it is now time for your expert to begin the 
installation process. The wires, ductwork, and pipes will be connected to your new furnace. The 
thermostat will after that be connected and then turn the power and gas supplies back on. Now the 
technician can test the system and check the ductwork for leaks. 
 
If you're having a gas furnace installed it must also have all of the gas supply lines inspected for leaks. 
All connections, even those to the AC unit must be checked for leaks. The system itself must also be 
carefully inspected for carbon monoxide leaks and other gas emissions, which again, is something 
that must be done by an HVAC professional, as it requires special knowledge and equipment. 
 
Leave it to the Professionals 
 
As a homeowner, you have to decide what type of furnace will best suit your needs. Once you choose 
your unit, the rest should be left up to the pros. Removing your old furnace and installing the new one 
is a big, dangerous job, and there are a countless number of ways it can be screwed up and some of 
these screw-ups can result in serious injuries or expensive repairs. 
 
Do You Really Need a Permit to Install a Furnace? 
 
Obtaining home permits can be tricky for homeowners. It is hard to find out if licenses are required for 
particular home improvement projects while it is common sense that they are given to large 
constructions or other industrial projects. Furnace replacement and installation falls into this category. 



There are many individuals that need this work done for them being left wondering if this falls in the 
zone of permits. 
 
An answer to this is just yes they fall into the permit zone. In other states, a furnace or mechanic 
permit is a requirement by law for those who need to fully replace a furnace. Furnace replacement and 
installation is a major home project requiring a great deal of work by installation teams and 
contractors. Permits are there to show proof that contractors carrying out a particular project are 
licensed and are in a proper position to do that job. 
 
In addition to this, a low-voltage electrical permit is needed in this process for the thermostat and 
control wiring work that comes along with furnace replacement territory even in situations where the 
old thermostat is reused with the newly installed furnace system.  
 
Furnaces are vented appliances that need proper installation to ensure safety whether it is a gas or 
electric furnace. Furnaces can cause injury, illness or even death if they are not properly installed. 
Permits do give a 3rd party inspection ensuring that projects done by contractors meet the 
manufacturer’s code requirements and guidelines for proper operation and safety.  
 
Permits can also help in situations of mishaps happening in the case of furnace installation. For those 
who carry out these projects with proper permits and have their furnace improperly installed, the 
homeowner’s insurance will most probably not cover the costs of replacement, repairs and any other 
damage that will happen during and after completing the project like this can be costly to a 
homeowner. 
 
States has great resources in their Labor and industries departments that help you go through the 
process of determining for a certain project of home improvement a permit is needed. As a 
responsible homeowner, under no circumstance should you trust those individuals or contractors that 
say that permits aren’t important during installation of furnaces. They are there to provide safety when 
the project is carried out and also assure you that the project will be done in a correct way possible to 
keep you safe in the coming days. Carrying out these projects by people who are not licensed can be 
followed by a lot of dangers. Below are some dangers of doing furnace installation your own; 
 
Dangers of Doing Your Own Heating Installs 
 
As you know, natural gas is highly flammable. It is rarely a problem though when it is contained within 
a safe HVAC unit. However, simple leaks can occur at sometimes in your home and cause dangerous 
situations. Unless you have been trained in this type of process, trying to do your own installation 
almost always means there will be leaks or problems somewhere. 
 
Gas leaks create an environment in which explosions can occur if it is not controlled. Even the 
simplest spark can set off an explosion that destroys your home and injures or even kills those who 
live there. Gas cannot be seen but it can be smelled. So it becomes hard to pinpoint leaks if you are 
not well equipped with the proper testing equipment. Even if you can pinpoint a leak, you may not 
have the right tools to properly seal it. 
 
The danger of explosions and fire is exactly why furnace installs should be best left to professionals 
who have knowledge and skills to handle them. While you need to be careful with your HVAC system 
no matter who does the installation, having a professional around can put your mind at ease 
significantly. 
 
Tips to help you reach the best contractor 
 
Begin with reading online reviews and Better Business Bureau. Any problematic installer most likely 
will have some complaints that you will need to read. While no company can please everyone all of 
the time, if you notice a string of similar complaints, particularly about safety issues, and then it is time 
to look for a different installer. 
 
Consider getting some quotes for the job. While you do not want to give the bid to the lowest bidder, 
you also do not need to go with the highest one. Consider a medium one so that you will get to be 
charged fairly. This will mean that you get quality work while at the same time not spending your life's 
savings on your heater. 
 



The good thing about furnace install is that in many ways they are usually a one-time expense. If you 
take good care of your furnace and system once it is installed, it should give you many years of 
successful use. For this particular job, it pays to pay a professional, as you will not have safety 
concerns and will have the luxury of a warm home for many years. 



Can You Tile a Fiberglass Pool? 
 
Introduction 
 
Yes! I can tile a fiberglass pool in order to add some element of beauty, style and durability to the 
entire structure in a more skillful way that will definitely capture your attention. While it might sound a 
little more technical on the basis of the materials used, installing tiles on the fiberglass pool should not 
be rocket science in this regard. The procedure is more or less the same as that you would use for the 
regular tile installation. 
 
With the right tools, procedure, tile and determination, you can actually achieve this feat without any 
stress or damage to your pool. Most importantly, you need to check on the weather forecast to choose 
the appropriate day and also, you need to find one or a handful of helpers to lend a hand in the 
grouting work. In this way, your work will get done within the shortest time possible. 
 
Beyond just transforming your pool to look unique, tiles are also known to help in accentuating your 
pool giving it a better definition of beauty and style in a simpler way. No matter what design you are 
looking to have, tiling a fiberglass pool is a simple project that does not involve much of the technical 
know-how. The following simple steps will enable you to accomplish this task perfectly and timely. But 
before we go there, you should know the different categories of tiling fiberglass pools. 
 
Types of Tiling Fiberglass Pools 
 
Basically, there are three major techniques used in tiling fiberglass pools. These are: 
 
1. Water Line Tiling 
You can use this type of tiling to make the tile be a part of the entire pool. Here are the advantages of 
using waterline tiling: 
 
●  The tiles accentuate and beautifies the fiberglass pools and even spas 
●  There is a wide range of colors and styles to choose from 
●  Silicone and tile grout are easy to clean ( it actually simplifies the waterline maintenance) 
 
2. Over the Lip Tiling 
 
When you use the Over the Lip Tiling, you should know that the exposed fiberglass needs to be below 
the waterline. This is important due to the following advantages: 
 
●  Both the grout and the tile are easy to clean using a sponge or wet cloth. In this case, grout is 
guaranteed never to crack, dislodge or stain. 
●  There is no need for you to do waxing on the exposed fiberglass lip 
●  The tiles will not snag your bathing suits as witnessed with bricks or cantilever cement 
●  Every tile installation using over the lip method is custom made for the purpose of fitting the pool, 
customer’s needs and the deck. 
●  The selection of tiles and colors is carefully done to make sure that there is an attractive 
combination of colors for a perfect match on the mud cap, lip tile and waterline. 
●  The installation can be done right at the factory or on location 
 
3. Custom Tiling 
 
This type of tiling involves working on the entire surface of the fiberglass unit for ultimate durability and 
luxury. 
 
What you need before the task 
 
●  Acetone 
●  Piece of cloth 
●  Pool tile sheets of about 6-by-12-inch 
●  Silicone tile adhesive 
●  Silicone rubber grout 
●  Epoxy rubber grout float 
●  A helper for grouting 



●  Nylon scrubbing pad 
●  Bucket 
●  Dish soap sponges 
 
How to go about with Tiling a fiberglass 
 
As mentioned earlier, you can add style and class to your fiberglass pool by using tiles at the bottom. 
As a matter of fact, glass tiles are known to add that picturesque shimmering bottom to your pool 
especially when it was previously dull. Here are the steps you need to follow when installing tiles to 
your fiberglass pool 
 
Step 1: Preparing the Fiberglass Pool 
 
The most important rule that should always be at the back of your mind is never to install the tiles in 
water. This means that you need to start by draining the swimming pool and then get rid of excess 
water completely using a wet vacuum or a piece of cloth. 
 
After drying the bottom side and edges of the pool, sand the bottom part of it and sweep up all the 
dust and any debris before cleaning the bottom of the swimming pool using acetone. Leave the pool to 
dry before proceeding to the next step. 
 
Step 2.Take the Measurements of the tiles 
 
For you to know how successful you can accomplish the task of installing tiles to the pool, it is 
important that to have full knowledge of the number of tiles you need and their sizes. Those glass tiles 
used in this type of the project usually come in sheets that are already connected by wire mesh. 
 
Therefore, you can start by measuring the width of your pool in order to have a rough estimate the 
total number of tiles you will use so you may trim the excess. In case you discover that the tile is not 
even, you need to find a way of ensuring that all tiles are of the same size. As such, you will use the 
wet saw to cut the uneven tiles to make them look uniform. 
 
Step 3. Apply the Adhesive 
 
In most cases, you will be required to apply the adhesive to the floor of the pool directly before placing 
the tiles. In the case of this project, things are a little bit different. Here, you will have to apply the 
silicone tile adhesive to every tile in thin layers while preparing for the next step. 
 
Use the spatula when applying the adhesive to the glass tile (apply at the bottom side of the glass tile) 
in a uniformly thin layer. Remember to spread the adhesive evenly at the back of the tile in readiness 
for installation. 
 
Step 4.Installation of the glass tile 
 
Assess the pool so that you can establish the exact spot to start placing the first tile. You can begin 
from one of the far sides of your pool. Simply, place the first set of glass tiles while ensuring that all the 
edges of the glass tiles are against the wall prior to laying it flat on the floor. 
 
Make sure the tile is flat and perfectly horizontal and then press on it carefully to make the adhesive 
stick on the bottom of the pool. Once the first tile is well placed, you can now take the next set and 
place their edges against the first glass tile. 
 
 With a lot of care, lower the second set of tiles onto the surface before pressing it down firmly until it is 
at the same level as the first set of tiles. Follow this sequence until the entire bottom of your pool is 
covered with the tiles completely.  
 
Step 5.Grouting 
 
Give it a little more time to ensure that the adhesive is completely dry. On the average, it will take 
almost one hour to dry as required before moving to the next step. 
 



Using the caulking gun, apply some caulk at the edges where the wall of the pool meets the tiles and 
in-between the tiles.  
 
The whole process should cover every edge available. Use the epoxy rubber grout float to evenly 
spread the grout while paying particular attention to the sections. In the course of applying grout, use 
the piece of cloth or rag to wipe out the excess in order to keep the surface clean. 
 
Stop 6. The Final Touches 
 
Take a small amount of the detergent and place it on the scrubber (nylon scrubbing pad). Use the 
scrubber to clean the grout thoroughly before rinsing off the soap using some fresh water. After that, 
remove the excess water using a wet vacuum and let it dry. 
 
Mix water and vinegar well and then use the sponge to clean the tiles by wiping them clean. Check out 
to ensure that every part is perfectly done and let everything set for two days before filling your pool 
with water. 
 
Important Tips 
 
1.  Take your time to check the grout and adhesive labels for temperature restrictions. Certain types of 
adhesives need a temperature ranging from 40 and 100 degrees while others will work perfectly well 
in hotter and colder temperatures 
 
2.  In case you realize that there is some grout remaining on the tiles, you can just scrub it using a 
scrape( with a razor-like scraper blade) or a nylon scrubber 
 
3.  If it happens that you are installing tiles which are translucent, you need to spread the adhesive 
uniformly at the back of each tile using a putty knife or any other wide blade. 
 
4.  You need to be on the watch out at all time to prevent the dripping of grout and adhesive in water 
and if it happens, you must retrieve it quickly. 
 
The Final Thought 
 
A pool installed with fiberglass tiles looks amazing, stylish and unique and you can always enjoy 
spending more of your free time there while cooling yourself. Even though it looks classy and 
expensive, surprisingly, the entire process is so easy that you may consider doing it yourself and 
within your budget. With the right tools, materials and procedure, nothing should prevent you from 
upgrading your pool to make it look breathtakingly beautiful. Thought it is advisable to seek the help of 
a professional to get it perfectly right. 



Does Wainscoting Make a Room Feel Smaller? 
 
Yes. Wainscoting might make your rooms feel smaller but that will highly depend on the height and the 
color of the wainscoting. Higher wainscoting, particularly if the ceilings are low, will make the rooms 
feel smaller. Moreover, dark-colored wainscoting will make the rooms feel smaller. If you want to use 
wainscoting to make the rooms feel larger, you should go for shorter ones and ensure that they are 
white colored. 
 
Where should the wainscoting go? 
 
You can use wainscoting to make any room appear more elegant, larger or smaller – it depends on 
your needs. Even though its main purpose is to protect the lower parts of a wall, most people use it to 
decorate their homes.  
 
The height of wainscoting ranges between 3 and 5 feet – depending on the needed appearance. 
People generally install wainscots between the chair rail and baseboard. For example, if your dining 
room has a narrow window, taller wainscoting will make the window appear larger, bring the ceiling 
down and make the room appear shorter. The appearance might be great in rooms that have a small 
table and lots of space.  
 
Wainscoting that is very close to the ceiling will make the ceiling appear lower. People who have 
chandeliers in their dining rooms might need to match the height of their wainscoting to the height 
where their chandelier comes down to make their rooms look larger.  
 
Wainscoting styles  
 
Wainscoting offers numerous styles. Beadboard style is among the most popular and comes with 
grooves. People used to install this form of wainscoting piece after piece, but today the market offers 
wall length pieces. You can also get raised and flat panel pieces.  
 
Depending on how you plan to arrange the pieces and the painting method you select, you can easily 
achieve a great appearance. To make interesting pinstripe patterns in a dining room, you will have to 
paint the wainscoting on the alternating grooves. Paint patterns of large stripes on a single piece and 
then strip paint the grooves. Depending on the decoration you choose, you will be able to provide your 
rooms with an elegant feel.  
 
Wood wainscoting  
 
To provide your rooms with an instant personality and protect the surfaces, you will have to select one 
of the following wainscoting styles.  
 
-  Raised panels  
 
Raised panels are the most traditional wainscoting style and go back to the colonial days. To make the 
decorative raise, a designer has to bevel all the sides of the panels. The commonest height is usually 
30-40 inches and can be adapted for high ceiling spaces with an addition of center rails to make two 
rows of the panels. The stiles, rails, and panels fit together in a similar way to that of the traditional flat 
panel assemblies. Bottom rails double as baseboards. 
 
-  Flat panels  
 
Recessed flat panels feature simple clean lines that are more popular in mission styles and art and 
craft. The basic parts start at the floor with a baseboard that can be a plain piece made of panel frame 
followed by frame pieces (stiles) and panels, which slip into the grooves cut in the rails and stiles 
edges. The designers use the top rail to complete the rail panel frames and crown the whole assembly 
with a cap or chair rail. The less labor-intensive method involves paneling the wall with sheet materials 
and applying moldings on it.  
 
-  Overly panels  
 
Overlaid panels are designed to mimic the appearance of any raised panel wainscoting and allow for 
elaboration of designs. The overlaid solid wood is usually situated between the stiles and rails of the 



flat panel and is glued in space to create a surrounding recess. To heighten the effects, the designers 
apply ogee moldings. Overlaid wood can be deep and more detailed than raised panels for neoclassic 
appearance. You can apply them to your walls directly with a base molding below, a chair rail above 
for a faster and easier wainscoting.  
 
-  Board and batten  
 
The board and batten combination style feature vertical battens and flat panels to emphasize a 
Shaker-like simplicity. Traditionally, people use the battens to conceal seams between the used 
individual boards. Some people install 4-foot wide hardwood veneer plywood panels but the height 
can rise to over 6 foot. Designers use a wide plate rail to replace the chair rail and to offer a better 
platform for the decorative objects. 
 
-  Beadboard  
 
The beadboard design entered the market in the 19th century and involves the cottage and Victorian 
styles. It is a classic wall covering for the informal spaces like bathrooms, kitchens and back hallways. 
To fancy it up, designers add rows of raised or flat panels. For a casual and polished appearance, 
which might work in your bedroom or dining room, you might need to combine flat panels with tongue 
and groove beadboards. Moreover, you have to keep both the bottom and middle rails flush to the 
beadboard streamlines face to enhance the overall appearance.  
 
Non-wood wainscoting  
 
Traditionally, people use wood for wainscoting. However, today, they are using other materials, which 
offer longlasting style. The materials include: 
 
-  PVC plastic  
 
Smooth paintable extruded PVC beadboards might be perfect for people who want sharp or 
woodgrain profiles. The plastic never rots or warps.  
 
-  Embossed metal  
 
If you require something that is completely different, you can fasten the stamped tin you mostly see on 
ceilings. But to make it less susceptible to denting, you will have to butter its back with joint compound 
or plaster before you mount the tile on a plywood substrate.  
 
-  Ceramic Tiles 
 
Four-inch ceramic tiles are the most traditional form of wainscoting and people commonly use them in 
their bathrooms. Most tilemakers provide profiles that people can use to base and cap moldings. Tile 
beadboards are the newest and combine classic appearance with water resistance and durability of 
tiles.  
 
-  Embossed MDF  
 
32inch x 48inch x 5/8inch sheets featuring contours of raised panels, usually pressed into a surface 
are also common. The designers fasten them to walls above the base molding and cap them with a 
chair rail for a great look. However, the styles lack the shadow lines associated with rails, stiles, and 
panels. Moreover, users cannot adjust the panel widths for specific wall lengths.  
 
-  Shaped MDF  
 
Shaped MDF is usually covered with factory-primed and hardwood veneer – usually ready for painting. 
People use MDF for beadboard, stiles, panels, mouldings, and rails. They are more stable than the 
solid woods and eliminate the problems resulting from contraction and expansion. 
 
-  Embossed drywall  
 



32inch x 48inch x 5/8inch gypsum boards featuring raised-panel shapes are also common. Apart from 
sacrificing the verisimilitude, you will forego the protective power of other wainscoting by using the 
embossed drywall.  
 
The installation tips of wainscoting  
 
-  The preparation of materials to use 
 
To install wainscoting properly, you have to start with preparation of the wood you intend to use – 
whether you plan to paint it or to keep it natural. You should also seal it all over its back and front to 
reduce chances of contraction and expansion, known to crack seams. Finally, you will have to stain or 
prepaint to eliminate the chances of visible unfinished wood.  
 
-  Fitting the materials  
 
To start perfectly, you will have to adjust the first few strips to compensate the strip that is out of 
plumb. Hold the strips tighter against the walls and adjust them until they have leveled. Measure the 
resulting gap. Starting at the strip that touches your wall, you have to cut lengthwise such that it tapers 
from the gap to the full width of the strip. The strip has to fit the angle and remain plumb. 
 
-  Wavy walls  
 
Existing walls might harbor several waves that you have to flatten if you do not want to make the 
wainscoting untrue. To make a flat nailing plane, you can fasten horizontal furring strips to the wall 
studs through plaster or drywall. Use shims on isolated spots to fill the left void. To make the chair rail, 
fasten filler strips. 
  
-  Uneven floors  
 
Floors feature high and low spots – including when the difference is around 1/8 inches. Therefore, 
during installation of wainscoting, you will have to avoid similar lengths. Also, you will have to start 
from the baseboard upwards. Find all the higher spots and mark the level of your chair-rail. To level 
the baseboard, you will have to shim as needed and use blocks equal to the gap height. Scrub and cut 
your bottom edge to match the ups-and-downs of your floors.  
 
Coming up with a perfect finish 
 
If your chair rail is wider than your door casing or sops outside a corner, you will have to use a return 
to finish the exposed ends – small wedges that return the moldings back to the walls. End the chair 
rails with 45-degree cuts – just as you end the outside corners. To make a wedge, make 90-degree 
cuts where the miter starts. Remember that dark colors will make your room appear smaller. 
 
Conclusion  
 
Install white raised board wainscoting and paint their framed grooves black. That way, you will make a 
framed appearance. You can also use a dark color as the main as your main paint color to make your 
room smaller – white color will add elegance to any room and make it appear larger. The white color is 
more suitable for people with dark dining tables.  
 
To double up your wainscoting, you will need to put two pieces – each on top of the other – to make a 
paneled appearance. However, that might not work if the space between your ceiling and wainscoting 
is small. You would end up making your room appear smaller. The design fits perfectly in rooms with 
higher ceilings. If your room is smaller, get the shortest wainscoting possible. 



How hard is it to remove old tile? 
 
Removing old tiles - especially floor tiles - is a difficult and exhausting job that often carries a high risk 
of causing damage. If you want to remove the tiles on your own you should expect the following. 
 
A lot of work, a lot of noise, a lot of dust 
Presumably, very few people will find the tile removal work to be nice or enjoyable. That could be 
because she is simply not. To make it as easy and comfortable as possible, you should first clear out 
the room completely. 
 
Every piece of furniture carried out afterwards does not have to be laboriously cleared of dust. Do not 
ignore the door to the room during your preparation work and glue it with a building foil. Otherwise, 
you will quickly find the fine construction dust throughout the entire apartment. 
 
Now provide electricity in the room and an electric stamper with an approximately 25mm wide flat 
chisel attachment. In addition, you could possibly use some bucket, a shovel and a ladder. 
 
In addition, the right clothing is indispensable. Protective goggles, for example, prevent the fine 
ceramic splinters from blocking your eyes 
 
hurt. Sturdy footwear, a dust mask and work gloves are also very important pieces of equipment. 
 
Just do not take the choice of proper and functional clothing lightly. Tiles laid in mortar bed are 
sometimes surprisingly heavy and sneakers do not provide sufficient protection against falling chunks. 
 
At a glance: 
Tile walls can be redesigned with little effort. Not always the old tiles have to be removed. Painting or 
pasting is one of the simple methods, but it is not always practical. 
 
The preparation of the construction site is the "half rent". With care, you avoid a lot of dust and dirt in 
other living spaces. 
 
When removing tiles, which were placed years ago in a mortar bed, the follow-up work are significantly 
more complex. 
 
With an electric stamper you make the job much easier. With smaller surfaces, however, you can also 
make fast progress with manual work. 
 
Tiles fall at the right angle 
To start working, first tap the tiled wall and hear if you can find a cavity. At this point you start - first by 
hand - with chisel to remove the first tile. 
 
Once you're done, you can use the electric stamper to make work easier. Make sure that the flat chisel 
is at an angle of 45 degrees to the tile. Too flat, shatter the tile rather than remove it. 
 
If, on the other hand, the angle is too dull, cut holes in the wall, which you may have to tamp down 
with difficulty afterwards. 
 
Once you have disposed of all the tiles, you can remove the tile adhesive remaining on the wall with a 
sander and prepare the substrate for the new wall design. 
 
Remove vs. beautify 
Anyone who has made the decision to change the tiles in their own bathroom should consider 
carefully whether a proper renovation is pending or just a little cosmetics to be operated. For the small 
cosmetic procedure, there is the possibility to paint tiles that are no longer liked but still in good shape. 
 
This simple way of color change is done quickly, does not cause dust and grime, and creates 
completely new visual impressions in a short time. Another way to quickly beautify the current tile wall 
is the sticking of another tile layer. 
 
Here, however, caution is required. The permanent load-bearing capacity of the lower tile surface is 
always to be provided with a question mark by experts. In addition, this method creates an unsightly 



and much too thick wall construction. And especially with small bathrooms, it can arrive on every 
centimeter of room size. 
 
Tile adhesive or mortar bed 
Depending on how long the old tiles are already providing their service to wall and floor, the work 
processes in the removal of the plates - and especially the required follow-up work - can be very 
different. 
 
With a little luck, your tiles have already been applied with tile adhesive. Unfortunately, I did not have 
that luck. My tiles were still placed in a mortar bed. This significantly increased the workload after the 
removal, because the wall had to be repaired in large parts and in several operations crucial and 
expensive. Here it was no longer enough to do simple repair work. The wall was first laboriously "fed" 
again with much plaster. 
 
Remove tiles ?? There are these possibilities! 
 
How to remove tiles without causing damage to the underfloor heating, can be found here. We present 
various ways to successfully remove tiles. Whether wall or floor tiles, kitchen or bathroom - to remove 
tiles for every situation, you will find on this page the appropriate assistance and valuable tips. 
 
Anyone who acquires an existing property and wants to renovate or rebuild it, will eventually face the 
problem of having to renew the tiles . But even at some point you are tired of the old bathroom and 
would like to renew it from scratch, for example because the latest bathroom trends should find their 
way into their own home. But not only the bathroom offers the opportunity to deal with the topic of "tile 
removal". 
 
However, this also applies to the kitchen, the basement and other rooms in the house or apartment. 
Again, the floor and walls - the latter at least partially - tiled. When replacing the kitchen cabinets, the 
replacement of the tiles can be planned to completely renew the kitchen. Again, it is therefore 
important to remove the old tiles first. 
 
But what options do I have to remove the old tiles? This should be explained in more detail below. 
Here, both methods that are used by professional craftsmen, but also those that are suitable for the 
hobby craftsmen, to the language. Of course, as usual, our tiling experts from our shop are there to 
help you with words and deeds.  
 
Preparatory work 
If you have completely cleared the bathroom or the kitchen, taped the windows and doors and the 
sanitary facilities with a foil, you can start removing the tiles. Among other things, you will need a 
screwdriver, a miter, a chisel, a bucket for the debris, a stamper with a flat chisel attachment or a 
hammer drill, a construction bucket, a dustpan with a broom, protective goggles and a protective 
mask. The use of an industrial vacuum cleaner is also useful to absorb dust and small chunks of old 
adhesive or tiles. Also provide the sack of tile adhesive , the grout and the new tiles that you can buy, 
for example, in our online shop. 
 
The simplest variant 
The easiest way is certainly the laying of new tiles on old tiles. The latter must be completely intact. 
Also, there must be no major damage in the joints or in the wall. Here only a complete replacement of 
the tiles and any other measures to remedy. If you have further questions, we recommend our guide " 
tile on tile - in 2 steps to get everything right ". 
 
Remove individual tiles 
If you only want to remove a single, broken tile, you can remove the grout around the affected tile 
here. For example, a multi-tool with milling attachment is suitable for this work. If the tile is exposed by 
removing the grout, a hole is made in the center of the tile. Carefully remove the tile from the inside 
out. Then clean the surface, apply the required amount of tile adhesive and then place the new tile. 
Once the tile adhesive has dried, you must re-grout the tile. Here too we already have a guide ready 
for you, which will answer all your questions about tile grouting . 
 
Remove the tiles with a mitten and a chisel 
 



First you should tap off the tile wall with a screwdriver handle or other tool. As soon as you hit a 
hollow, you hear a dull sound. Grab the mite and chisel here and remove the first tile. Now you have 
enough attack surface for the electric stamper, which is equipped with a flat chisel attachment. The 
cutting edge of the flat chisel has a slope of about 45 degrees and should be set as accurately as 
possible at this angle. Once you have removed all the tiles, smooth the surface and remove the rubble 
by placing it in the appropriate container. Only when the surface is clean and level, you can start 
laying the new tiles. 
 
Professional removal of the tiles 
 
Many professional craft companies remove wall and floor tiles by using a hammer drill. The most 
effective way to do this is when the hammer eliminates all joints. In many cases, the wall tiles almost 
fall to the ground almost alone. First of all, of course, inquiries must be made about where electrical 
cables and water pipes run along. These points should be handled with great care, preferably by hand 
with a chisel, to prevent any damage. 
 
Even when removing the floor tiles professionals often use the hammer drill. The hammer should have 
the lowest possible angle to the ground, to prevent deep penetration into the ground and thus possible 
damage to the floor heating system. Therefore, be sure to get information about how deep the 
underfloor heating system is in the floor. If this is close to the surface, you should refrain from using 
the rotary hammer and remove the tiles with the hand chisel and the miter. 
 
Contact a professional tiler 
If you are unsure, you should consult a specialist or instruct him to remove and reposition the tiles. 
This is significantly cheaper than, for example, the repair of underfloor heating in case of incorrect 
removal of the tiles. 



What types of tile are best for bathroom walls? 
 
In the bathroom, wall tiles set the tone. Small or big, discreet or assertive, the tiles have become a true 
deco asset from the shower to the sink.  
 
Wall tile for small bathroom: which size and which shape to choose? 
 
To choose the most suitable wall tile for your bathroom , it is important to follow these tips to avoid 
making it look even smaller and accentuate the feeling of oppression! 
 
1. Prefer a quadrilateral tile 
Regarding the shape of the tiles, we will favor the quadrilaterals (square or rectangles) and we will 
forget the quirky tiles (except for the floor) to make originality. 
 
2. Choose a size XL tile 
The size of the tiles that you will choose to dress the walls of your bathroom is essential. "Small 
bathroom" does not mean "small tiles", on the contrary! The larger the tiles, the more they will give an 
impression of continuity of space . 
 
For square tiles , choose dimensions 40 x 40 cm to 60 x 60 cm . 
 
For the rectangular size, choose a minimum of 30 x 60 cm to give a more luxurious and spacious 
impression of your small bathroom. 
 
 
Colors and finishes: what to choose for the tiling of my small bathroom? 
 
To give a feeling of space to your bathroom, you must favor a wall tile of light, neutral and uniform 
colors such as white , cream or pastel colors . We forget the colors too dark or garish that will give the 
opposite effect of that expected. 
 
Good to know enlightened 
Failing to choose a dark tile on the walls of your bathroom, you can choose it for the floor. The 
contrast between the two will increase the effect of room depth. 
 
Regarding its finish, prefer a bright tile to reflect the light and offer a sense of extra volume. 
 
For joints, make sure they do not attract attention and make them as unobtrusive as possible in a 
shade similar to your wall tile. 
 
Laying direction of the tiles: enlarge my little bathroom 
 
The way you place your tile will help you feel great in your bathroom.  
 
For best results, put your rectangular tile horizontally and not vertically , you will increase the 
perception of space. The horizontal installation of your wall tile and even more recommended if your 
small bathroom offers a high ceiling. 
 
Optimize the space! 
 
Apart from the choice of your wall tile, to make your bathroom look bigger, there are many other tips to 
optimize the space of your small bathroom. These solutions include lighting, furniture and storage 
space or a clever layout! 
 
How to combine floor and wall tile in your bathroom? 
 
Tiling is the ideal coating for a bathroom, as it is the material that best resists splashing and moisture. 
Durable, easy to maintain and decorative, it is suitable for both floor and wall. However, it is necessary 
to harmonize the tiled floor and the wall tile to obtain a result both aesthetic and practical. Here are 
tips for a good marriage of colors and materials. 
 
Bathroom tile: all fantasies are allowed 



Tiling has all the qualities required to adapt to the bathroom, the wettest room in a home. Its strong 
decorative potential allows all fantasies for a personalized bathroom. 
 
Tiling: a coating suitable for all bathroom styles 
Bathroom tiles come in a wide variety of colors, sizes, reliefs and finishes. This wide range of choices 
gives you the opportunity to customize the place to suit your tastes and desires. 
 
Look for modern bathroom design inspiration 
 
The first step in selecting the wall and floor tiles for the bathroom is to define the atmosphere and style 
of decorating that you would like to give to the place. Would you like to give a retro look or bring a 
touch of design to your bathroom? Do you prefer a style that is both sober and elegant, minimalist, 
vintage, classic or a zen atmosphere? You'll be spoiled for choice in collections of wall and floor 
coverings that can be associated with decorative notes such as friezes, listels and mosaics. 
 
Wall and floor tiles in a bathroom: playing on formats 
Floor tiles can usually be used for the walls of a bathroom. However, total uniformity could create a 
stifling atmosphere in the premises. 
 
You can opt for a single color palette or a single type of tile for the floor and walls. Just play on the 
different formats available to get a personalized result. In case the bathroom is small, it is 
recommended to adopt a classic style and use tiles 30 x 30cm. On the other hand, if you have a large 
enough bathroom, you can choose large tiles 60 x 60cm or 60 x 120cm. In addition to the many 
possibilities they offer in terms of geometric effects, this type of tile requires only a few joints. 
 
A subtle marriage of colors of wall and floor tiles 
The coating is a decorative element in itself. Tiling must be consistent with all equipment and furniture 
in the bathroom. You can give your imagination free rein to choose the color of the tiles, but think 
about creating a harmony between the walls and the floor. 
 
Tile manufacturers continue to innovate and currently offer a wide range of colors, such as orange, 
lime green, royal blue, purple, etc. If you choose an anthracite gray tile for the floor, choose a soft 
shade for wall tiles (almond green or pale pink, for example). On the other hand, if you prefer a light 
shade for the floor, a more sustained color (navy blue or fuchsia pink) for the walls will brighten the 
whole decoration. 
 
Bathroom tile: Choice and installation 
Resistant, easy to maintain and aesthetic, the wall tile is the essential coating in a pond. Considered 
the "skin" of the bathroom, it comes in a wide range of formats, materials, colors and finishes, and can 
easily adapt to all styles and desires. To find the perfect wall tile and recreate a unique bathroom, 
follow the guide! 
 
A coating that can be adapted to all tastes 
In terms of tiles, the offer is rather broad, whether in terms of formats, shapes, reliefs or patterns. 
Some tiles reproduce perfectly concrete, natural stone or wood. They are offered in a beautiful palette 
of colors, ranging from white to black, through all the bright colors and pastel, and with a glossy or 
matte finish. 
 
In addition to earthenware, which is specifically designed for wall installation, the walls of a bathroom 
can accommodate porcelain tiles, cement tiles, mosaics or natural stone. 
 
Unique materials to your image 
The offer in terms of appearance is plethoric: concrete, wood, natural stone, tiles, cement ..., mingle to 
help you create a totally unique universe to your bathroom. Choosing the right tile nevertheless 
requires to see it and touch it, this will allow you to realize the actual rendering of the different models. 
Hence the importance of moving in the store to select it. 
 
EARTHENWARE  
Tile tiles are exclusively reserved for wall mounting. The offer, both in terms of colors and patterns, is 
vast. To maximize the brightness of the room, the ideal is to opt for a light color model with a glossy 
finish. Although it is common to see tiles of small format, large formats, inspired by floor tiles, are 
increasingly popular because they allow to visually enlarge the room. 



 
PORCELAIN STONEWARE  
Highly resistant, porcelain stoneware tiles perfectly imitate all natural materials: wood, stone, marble, 
concrete ... They are also found with many motifs. Although originally intended to be laid on the 
ground, they are increasingly used to dress the walls. 
 
CEMENT TILE  
It's the star of retro style. It is available in the original sizes, from 10 x 10 cm to 40 x 40 cm, and a 
multitude of patterns and hues, which you can marry to infinity to obtain an original patchwork and 
customize the decoration of your room bath. Be careful, however, the porous cement tile requires the 
application of a water repellent treatment to be able to withstand water. If not, you can opt for imitation 
tile cement tiles, porcelain stoneware, which requires no treatment and whose rendering is 
substantially identical. 
 
MOSAIC 
Whether in glass paste, natural stone or sandstone, mosaic is probably the best material to give style 
to your bathroom and customize it to your liking. It is indeed offered in all kinds of materials, sizes, 
shapes and colors, some models mixing even several materials. 
 
Be careful, however, in a bathroom, it is better to put it by small touches: on the walls of the shower, 
above the vanity top, vertical wall strip ... It is also possible to use it to make a frieze decorative that 
will give relief to the room. 
 
NATURAL STONE  
Marble, quartz, travertine ... the natural stone gives an undeniable charm and breathes a serene and 
organic atmosphere to your bathroom, thanks to its texture effects and its variations of colors. A noble 
material par excellence, it has an unequaled life span, provided it is properly maintained. 
 
Play with the material for amazing mixes  
The bathroom has become through the years THE room that we love to decorate and arrange 
according to his desires. 
 
In wall tiles, everything is possible, especially in a bathroom. Even mix materials, colors and patterns, 
provided you ensure the harmony of the whole. Beware of very pronounced decorations that might tire 
you faster than you think ... 
 
In a bathroom, combining tiles of various formats and / or different materials (earthenware and cement 
tile, mosaic and natural stone ...) can break the uniformity and give character to the room. You can, for 
example, punctuate your faience with mosaic made of transparent glass paste: this composition of 
materials will offer depth to your entire wall covering. 
 
With this type of association, the calepinage is a step not to neglige especially since it will serve, in 
particular, to eliminate possible false notes before the start of work. And keep in mind that you will 
have to choose a dominant tile for the assembly to be successful. 
 
For the little extra touch, the wall tile can be accompanied by what is called a "listel", a small flat 
molding, which comes between two rows of tiles, to animate a uniform wall or create a transition 
between two models tiling. The listel is available in different materials and various chromatic finishes 
for very refined associations. 
 
Be aware that it is also possible to create your own listels using mosaic tiles or tiles of another color or 
range. 
 
COLOR TO BEAUTIFY THE ROOM  
If you want a bathroom with a warm atmosphere or rather Zen oriented, the choice of colors will take 
all its importance here! Be aware that the light colors will significantly enlarge the room and illuminate 
it. The darker colors go for them, bring cachet and embellish all surfaces of the bathroom. 
 
Once your tile is chosen, think of the joint. Here again, everything is a matter of style. If it is customary 
to use a gray joint on the ground (less messy than a white joint), it is also possible to opt for a color 
seal, coordinated with the color of the tile. The colored joints, available in an infinity of colors and 
nuances, have the wind in stern. This is the small detail for a perfect finish. 



 
A special pose for a custom style  
In a bathroom, large tiles give a feeling of space. The 30 x 30 cm tiles are perfect for creating visual 
effects by playing on colors and finishes. It all depends on the visual effect you are looking for the 
piece. There are also several types of laying for the floor tiles: straight, diagonally or staggered.  
 
•The straight pose is the most classic: the tiles, of the same size, are aligned along a line 
perpendicular to one of the walls. 
•The diagonal pose creates a perspective effect and gives the impression that the bathroom is larger 
than it is: the tiles are placed at right angles along one of the diagonals of the room. 
•The staggered or staggered pose gives rhythm: each tile line is offset, relative to the previous one, by 
half, or a third, of the width of the tile. 
•For the most complex poses, it is better, at first, to lay tiles without glue, in order to rectify if 
necessary. This is called "blanking". 
 
As for wallpaper, the rendering and calibration of a tile can vary from one production to another (there 
may be different baths). It is therefore advisable to order a little more than the necessary surface (5 to 
10%). This surplus will allow to absorb the losses related to the cuts and to guarantee a good 
uniformity to the whole. 
 
Security not to be neglected  
 
If you want to put tiles on the floor of your bathroom, do not take risks and choose a non-slip model. 
There is a regulation to guide you in your selection. Non-slip tiles are in fact classified in 2 categories. 
 
For shod feet, tilings are marked with an "R" index, from R9 to R13: the higher the index, the slippery 
the pavement. 
 
For barefoot travel, it is a letter - A, B, or C - that will determine the performance of the tile, C 
corresponding to the best rating. 
 
Specifically, rely instead on the classification with letters, which is the most relevant for the bathroom, 
and choose a floor tile rated "B" minimum.  
 
Conclusion 
 
You now know several tips to achieve a beautiful harmony of colors and reliefs of the floor tiles and 
walls of your bathroom. You now know how to combine colors and materials to achieve a personalized 
decoration of your bathroom.  
 
Regarding the technical choices of the tiles (UPEC standard, absorption rate, ...), always ask the 
opinion of the tiling craftsman. It will propose you the best choices and solutions for the preparation of 
the supports for wet rooms, as well as the products of installation and of appropriate finishes. You will 
have at the same time the best advice for the maintenance of your coatings. 



Articles from HireWriters 
 
Can Shiplap Get Wet or be in Humid Rooms? 
 
It is a common question for homeowners and contractors installing shiplap in houses. The answer to 
this question would be definitely yes. It would however largely depend, on the steps taken before 
installation, quality of timber used, type of exposure and the finish. 
Shiplap Definition 
Shiplap has been a traditional wooden interior covering that involves use of elongated horizontal or 
vertical sheets with unique channels in the midst of the boards. In olden days it was used to build 
home and it has been common in areas where the climate is harsh because of its capability to protect 
against the effect of bad weather. 
In modern days, it’s fitted beneath the wallpaper and in most cases under the dry wood. It is a 
prevalent method for interior shine due to its countryside allure and refined touch. The boards overlap 
to give an outstanding appeal. 
They are used in any room and outdoor too. Also, doorways and pavilions do this type of design. You 
can use them in your living room, bathroom, kitchen, bedroom or garage. Painting them with a color of 
your choice makes them strikingly beautiful. 
Why Shiplap is Unique 
Seasonal changes can result in wood damage. However, the Shiplap typically adjust and return to the 
usual conditions. This unique characteristic makes it desirable for any type of weather condition. 
It has various protection alternatives. It’s unique in that it is very tight thus able to seal moistness on its 
own. It is easy to install a felt paper beneath, has exterior protection that prevents loss of energy and a 
barrier that blocks vapor. 
However, being made from wood makes it prone to moisture absorption. As the humidity level 
changes around it, the plank ejects the water. Its durability will depend on the exposure to moisture 
and humidity.  
It doesn’t mean that it cannot survive in situations where there is moisture, but the moisture content in 
wood can only be to a certain level. Interlocked woods can help minimize wrapping and shrinkage. 
Understanding Damage Caused by Moisture and Humidity 
Moisture and humidity are usually a major cause of concern. They can damage the floor, the walls or 
the ceiling where you have installed the shiplap.  
They can quickly destroy the elegance and comfort of your house, and the wood might decay or crack. 
In the overall, Moisture damage is a costly affair; however, this should not be a cause to worry about 
since there are several measures you can undertake to protect the wood from decay whether you 
DIY(Do It Yourself) or have expert assistance. 
Understanding how the damage by moisture occurs, and getting to know how to treat your shiplap can 
effectively help reduce the effect of damage by moisture. The damage is likely to get worse if it is not 
addressed as quickly as it should be. 
Before installation of the shiplap, it’s important to consult your contractor, venders and manufacturers 
so as to be able to comprehend the steps of groundwork to avoid moistness damage and enjoy 
decades of splendor. 
Take Good Care of Your Shiplap 
• As a homeowner, you have to take care of your shiplap floor, the wall and the ceiling. Spills should 
be wiped off immediately to prevent the liquid contents from leaking through the channels into the 
boards.  
• Use special brooms, mops and cleaning detergents. These are readily available in stores close to 
you. You can also ask your vender to advice you on their selection 
Proper Installation 
Seeking the services of professional installers is essential. You might have to incur more, but it will 
ensure the shiplap installed will last for many years to come. 
Correctly fitted planks will help prevent; 
• Cupping where some edges of the floorboard may rise and the middle section remains low. 
• Cracks and gaps which may occur due to changes in the moistness of the room. They can easily 
allow moisture to migrate through. 
• Crowning where middle board rises and the edges stay lower essentially caused by major spills or 
flood water. 
Dry the Planks before Installation 
Proper drying of boards before installation is essential. While ordering for planks make sure they are 
pre-dried before delivering to your home. But if you request for them before drying, then condition 
them at home.  



More often shiplap walls are usually made from pine wood boards. These have tongue and groove 
intersections fitted together that make them very strong. Most often high-quality timber is available for 
use, in the factory it is dried in a kiln to reduce the moisture. The walls will not wrap or shrink because 
they are very stable.  
The sub floor mostly concrete should be dried before installation. The underlying floor or surface 
should require sealing with a rigid structure underneath. 
Room Temperature to Address Humidity 
The room needs proper ventilation and ambiance to correct any humidity issues. Room temperature is 
a requirement as this will help protect your shiplap from damages resulting to moisture. 
Proper Finishing 
• Sealing the shiplap with linseed oil or urethane will keep moisture away. 
• In a situation whereby you are using boards as an alternative to tongue and groove, the ceiling joists 
can be pieced together with tar or black paper before installation. Gum is moisture resistant and will 
keep the humidity inside the room therefore evaporating and drying along with the rest of the air. 
• You can apply oil to the base coat. It might have an unpleasant smell consequently you can do it on 
the outside. Ensure the edges and backs have an outer coat to seal the plank completely. Make sure 
the end grains and backs are coated to seal the wood thoroughly. 
• It is desirable to use tongue and groove instead of planks as they offer a continuous obstruction to 
reduce moistness from in-flowing into the walls. 
• By use of a water-resistant finish 
Conclusion 
It’s quite evident that shiplap can get wet and be in wet rooms. However, this can be addressed by 
following the above steps and ensure your shiplap serves you for an extended period. 
It’s essential to get rid of moisture on your wood as quickly as possible because if allowed to stay wet 
for a prolonged period will lead to an accumulation of mold, consequently damaging your Shiplap. 
 



How Much Does it Cost to Paint Wainscoting? 
 
How much does it Cost to Paint Wainscoting? 
The average cost of painting a wall is around $150 to $300. Wainscoting is only the lower bottom half 
of the wall, so that means that it is half that amount. The type of paint used determines the amount. 
There are cheaper paints that can do the work. The overall project costs are affected by labor 
charges. You can choose to do the painting on your own to save up on labor costs. It is necessary that 
you understand other factors about the whole wainscoting process. 
What do I Need to Know before I Get Wainscoting? 
Wainscoting is decorative wood panels. The lower end of the walls is fitted with wood panels. There is 
usually a baseboard that is laid on the floor then panels are installed on top of the baseboard and a 
chair rail on top. There are choices for the kind of wainscoting that you can choose. It ranges from the 
type of wood for the type of trim that you want to apply. Each style has its own needs. You can take 
the simple wainscoting style. The method will need decorative molding for the trim and the chair rail. 
The other factor that you will have to factor in, is the finish that you will get for the wainscoting. You 
can paint over it or get the wood finish. 
The Process of Installing Wainscoting 
The whole process of installing wainscoting is time-consuming. The method also differs from one style 
to another. The designs for wainscoting also vary. Some models take a lot of work. The simplest forms 
require a baseboard and panels that you lay between the upper trim and the baseboard. You will have 
to measure out panels before you cut it into pieces to avoid losses. The full process can be time-
consuming depending on the style you pick. A sophisticated design may have so many interlocking 
panels that may be a lot more expensive to install.  
The Cost of Wainscoting 
First of all, wainscoting requires some materials. Depending on the square area of your home, you 
need to get wood for the baseboards, chair rail and the panel boards. The size of the area set for 
wainscoting should be used to determine the wood you order. You also need to have some extra 
wood for any damages that may need replacement during the process. The choice of materials will 
affect the cost of the overall project. 
The second parts of the cost are other installation equipment. You have to get the baseboard molding, 
sanding tools, nails and paint for the finishes. These are going to be useful when you are installing the 
panels. Consider also having a tape measure to measure out the wood and some cutting device that 
will help you cut the wood into the required pieces.  
Labor costs are also an essential part of the process. You need to hire someone if you cannot do it all 
by yourself. The professional can charge you according to the amount of work available. Take, for 
instance, a whole house project; the labor costs will be higher than for just a room or two. The labor 
costs differ from one area to another. You can even save yourself all the trouble and get a 
professional on contract and make a payment for the whole project. They will charge you from $1000 
to $5000. This will save you a lot of time and headache. 
Finishing the wainscoting is also another factor that you need to consider. You can pick a finish that 
suits your budget and your needs. The hardwood finish can be a bit expensive. However, the finish is 
elegant and versatile, and it is more efficient than simple paint. If you need the wainscoting to last 
long, you may opt for this option. 
How Can you Cut on a Wainscoting Project? 
You can get a great fit of cost on wainscoting. All you need is to make all the right moves. First of all, 
you can save up by picking a simple design or one that does not require a lot of material. Some 
models need decorating which can take time and consume money. You also need to pick wood that is 
readily available and cost-effective. You can save up on wood by using reclaimed wood. Reclaimed 
wood costs 50% less than standard lumber. A dull finish is also a great money saver. Choosing a 
hardwood finish will require more than just painting over it. When trying to save up, it is important not 
to compromise on the quality. Cheap is expensive. Go for proper protective wood treatment that will 
ensure that the wood will not fall apart after a short period. 
Choosing a professional or doing the project yourself will also affect the costs. You may start on your 
own and end up messing up the materials which translate to waste. A professional can save you 
money. However, if the process is not complicated, then you can get it done yourself. Try using the 
accurate estimates and get an allowance for any wastes. Factor in every cost and tools that you may 
need for the project to ensure that there are no inconveniences. 
Importance of Painting on your Wainscoting 
Wainscoting is a great way to make your home warm. The paint serves as a way to blend in the wood 
to the rest of the wall. The wood also needs to be coated for protection against elements that can 
damage it. You also need the paint to tie together all the design elements in your home. Good paint 
can help your wainscoting last long. Although staining is another alternative, painting is less expensive 



as there are fewer maintenance costs. Painted wainscoting is better for people who are looking for a 
cheaper and flexible option. 
Conclusion 
Painting on wainscoting is a great way to save up on the overall project costs. Choosing the right paint 
can be a task. You have to pick good paint that will serve the purpose. The best way to pick paint is to 
consider if it will protect the wood. There are also cheap paints that do not work well on wood. Get the 
right paint by having a professional recommend a trusted brand. You can also explore which ones will 
work well with the type of wood you are using. 



Does Joanna Gaines use Laminate Flooring? 
 
Joanna Gaines uses laminate flooring because she believes it is affordable and stylish too. Her basic 
approach to designs is to walk with the client, providing what the client wants. In this approach, as she 
says, she creates a middle ground with client by letting the client write down what he wants, they then 
discuss and find what is applicable, applying the creative mind she possess.  
Joanna Gaines’ Approach 
Joanna Gaines and her spouse, Chip, host a popular HGTV reality show, Fixer Upper. On the show, 
that is about home design and renovations. They have been able to transform many dilapidated 
homes into exquisite abodes that would have only been a fantasy to the owners.  
Their choices and preferences are different but they agree that the client’s choice is paramount.  The 
show came to an end at the end of Fixer Upper, Season 5 but not without lessons for us.  
Joanna, or Jo as she is popularly known, has a strong passion for design. Her approach of engaging 
clients before zeroing in on a particular design has the effect of squeezing out “these passions they 
both have and figure out how to mend those together." She is very articulate on her philosophy of 
“embracing where you are and the season you are in”.they have had different flooring designs that 
transformed weather-beaten properties into beautiful ones but we focus on laminate flooring 
So, what is Laminate Flooring? 
While it is clear that Joanna Gaines adopts different fixing styles for your house, it is good to 
understand what laminate flooring is.  
Laminate flooring involves the fusion of a multi layer synthetic material through a lamination process. 
Wood, or sometimes, stone is simulated with a photographic type of application that is clear and 
protective. In the inner layer, there is melanin resin and fiberboard materials.  
This process usually gives the floor that look of hardwood or stone flooring but without the 
accompanying hustles of expenses and maintenance. Durability is achieved when the second layer is 
added, giving it the look of a hardwood or stone.  
Pros and cons of Laminate Flooring 
Since its inception, laminate flooring has gained popularity, with users preferring it to other traditional 
flooring methods such as hardwood flooring. According to Jo, this method simply fits certain clients 
who insist that it be done.  
Laminate flooring has several advantages and disadvantages and as you will see, Chip does not really 
like it. 
  
The pros 
Affordable 
Laminate flooring costs less when compared to other methods such as hardwood flooring. The prices 
quoted can vary between $1.50 per sq. ft. and $3 per sq. ft. These costs are usually inclusive of the 
underlay and adhesives used. However, there are other wholesalers and online retailers who can offer 
better deals.  
According to Joanna Gaines, it is always not true that the smaller the room, the lesser the costs. It is 
actually vice versa. Smaller rooms require a lot of trimming and therefore time consuming.  
Cost is also determined by the location. For instance, houses that have a landing area or staircases 
may be a bit more expensive than those without. This is because these areas require more material, 
more trimming, and maintenance.  
The type of color used may also push up the costs. It is generally understood that deeper colors are 
branded as premium hence the higher costs. Light colors, on the other hand, are cheaper. 
Easy to Install 
With laminate flooring, the laminate can be put on top of any existing floor. This does not include the 
carpet. There are manufacturers who offer high-quality glue-free, tongue-and-groove system.  
The process does not require specialized skills to install. The planks can interlock, making it easy to 
install and uninstall if need be. The interlocks help prevent damaging the laminate as well as 
interfering with the original floor underneath.  
Durable 
The use of laminate layers on the floor offers that floor a durable stay, especially in high traffic areas 
and in homes that have pets. This is because it is scratch resistant and therefore resists the normal 
wear and tear that can be witnessed with hardwood flooring.  
High traffic areas in the house, such as the kitchen, can develop marks that indicate people 
movements in the house. This is very common with wooden floors due to the wearing off, of the 
original wood color, and the wood itself. The floor maintains its original look, and if well maintained, 
this look lasts long. 
Hygienic 



Some brands come with an antimicrobial resin. It is easy to clean the laminate floors because you just 
need a damp piece of cloth to remove spills as soon as they happen; you can sweep or dust the floor 
to avoid accumulating dust; and simply vacuum it. 
It is simply an easy to maintain floor. 
Resale Value 
Laminate flooring enhances the resale value of your house. Because it gives the floor that wooden 
look, it attracts most home owners who are on the lookout for hard wood floors than the carpeted 
ones. The laminate floor can make your house look more open and modern. 
This type of flooring is eco-friendly as it uses less wood in its construction. Joanna Gaines insists that 
she discusses with her clients beforehand, understand them and offer suggestions based on the 
needs identified. Some clients are very particular with environmental conservation and with laminate 
flooring, their desires can be realized. 
The cons 
Noise 
The materials used to make the laminate floor do not have sound-proof ability. They produce the 
hollow sound when you step on it, thus making noise especially when walking on it with high heels.  
Visibly not Hardwood 
Some buyers prefer the natural look of stone or hard wood. They are able to differentiate these from 
laminated ones.  
Uncustomizable Design Options 
Usually, the designs are pre-determined by the manufacturers leaving little or no room for 
modifications. Colors and sheen cannot be changed, and if you do not like what is on offer, you have 
no room for selecting a different one. With hardwood, one can stand and re-stain for a different look. 



How to Add Wainscoting on Stairs 
 
Adding wainscoting down the wall side of an ordinary staircase will transform your stairs into a focal 
point that adds beauty to your house as well as value. The method of installing wainscoting down the 
wall side of the stairs uses the same construction techniques as a straight wall; however, the 
difference is the cutting. Wainscoting panels have to be cut to the angle of the stairs. 
  
If this is your first time installing wainscoting on stairs, beadboard wainscoting is the easiest type of 
wainscoting to install because there are no extra molding or shadow boxes to cut and install. This 
guide will make installing wainscoting less intimidating and give you the confidence that you need to 
do it yourself. 
  
Here are the things that you’ll need: 
  
• Wainscoting• T-bevel square• Level• Mitre saw• Tape measure• Stud finder• Hammer• Rubber 
mallet• Finish nails• Molding• Paint or stain• Painter’s tape• Caulking/Liquid nails• Paintbrush and 
small roller• Wood putty • Sandpaper or sanding sponges 
  
Follow these 10 steps for easy DIY wainscoting installation. 
  
Step 1 
  
To determine the amount of wainscoting you need, measure the stairs length. Start by measuring 
horizontally from the top step and ending at the tip of the bottom step. Additionally, avoid measuring 
straight down the stairs slope. 
  
Step 2 
  
Position your level vertically on the top of the skirt-board or baseboard between the wall and the stairs. 
Place it so the bubble is vertically level, and the level’s corner should be resting on the angle of the 
skirt-board or baseboard. 
  
Step 3 
  
Place a sliding T-bevel square so the blade is against the level, and the handle is on the slope of the 
baseboard. Verify that your level is straight and find your angle on the T-bevel square. 
  
Step 4 
  
Adjust the miter angle of the saw blade to the angle you found on the T-bevel square. It’s always a 
good idea to run a couple of test cuts with a scrap piece of plywood before you make an expensive 
cut. Then take your test cut and place it on the baseboard to ensure the angle is correct. 
  
Step 5 
  
Find the wall studs by using a stud finder or by locating one stud with a nail in an area where it will be 
covered by the wainscoting, and measure every 16 inches to find all of the wall studs. Use a piece of 
painter’s tape above the installation area and mark the location with a pencil. 
  
Use can also use your level to make a straight line down to the stair treads, and place another piece of 
painter’s tape on the stair tread and make another mark. This ensures a nice visual of where the stud 
is located in the wall vertically. 
  
Step 6 
  
Position the first piece of wainscoting on your table saw with the lines on the wainscoting laying across 
the table saw. Then, start the cut at the top corner, and push the wainscoting through the blade from 
one end to the other. Rotate the wainscoting 180° and position the new corner into the table saw. 
  
This new corner should be the corner that is diagonally across from your first corner. Once you're 
done with your cuts, the wainscoting should have two angled edges and two straight edges, which is 



known as a parallelogram. The straight edges should be on the sides of the wainscoting, and the 
angle cuts should be on the top and bottom of the wainscoting. 
  
Step 7 
  
Squeeze liquid nails in a zigzag pattern on the backside of the wainscoting. Place your first piece at 
the bottom of the stairs, and secure it into place by using finish nails. Then, work your way up the 
stairs, one piece at a time. If you are installing tongue-and-groove planks, install the first plank with 
liquid nails on the backside with the grooves facing up the stairs. Apply liquid nails to the backside of 
your next plank and continue up the stairs while nailing planks that land on a stud. 
  
Step 8 
  
Pound the wainscoting with a rubber mallet or the back of your fist for good adherence to the wall. You 
can also apply some pressure by using both of your palms and hold it for a few minutes. This will push 
the liquid nails around and create suction. 
  
Step 9 
  
Nail molding on the top edge of the wainscoting to create a nice finished edge with finish nails and a 
thin line of liquid nails in the groove where the top of the wainscoting meets the wall. There are some 
varieties of molding that you can use to customize your wainscoting like chair-rail, half-round and 
crown molding as well as others. 
  
Step 10 
  
Finishing off your wainscoting by staining or painting it. Use painter’s tape on the wall at the top of the 
molding to prevent any paint or stain from getting on your walls. Then, use painter’s tape to go along 
the entire bottom edge of the wainscoting for one continuous line going up the risers, over the bull-
nose and across the treads. 
  
Tips for Painting or Staining Wainscoting 
  
A good tip once the painter’s tape is installed is to use a heavy-grade of construction paper and cover 
at least half of the stair treads facing the wall. This will prevent any drips or accidents from landing on 
your finished stairs and provide a comfortable working area. 
  
• Staining 
  
It’s always best to use a deep penetrating stain on bare wood. Let it dry and apply one coat of 
polyurethane. Now that the wood is protected, you can use wood putty that matches your stain color 
and fill the nail holes. Then use colored caulking that matches your stain color as well and caulk all of 
the lines. If you don’t poly the wood before you putty and caulk, the putty and caulking will make stains 
in the wood that you don’t want. 
  
Let everything dry overnight, then sand the entire surfaces and wipe clean with mineral spirits. Now, 
you can add a finish coat of polyurethane. For a smooth, glass-like finish, lightly sand the finished 
wainscoting with a fine sanding sponge and wipe with mineral spirits. 
  
• Painting 
  
If your wainscoting is pre-primed, you can skip the priming process. If it’s not pre-primed, you will need 
a product like oil-based Kilz for the best results on bare wood. Kilz dries fast and is an excellent primer 
for bare wood. Once the Kilz is dry, you can caulk the lines and fill the holes with wood putty. Let the 
caulking dry overnight because if you don’t, the paintbrush will dig out all of your hard work. 
  
Use your paint brush to cut in all of the edges and use a small paint roller with a very fine nap to cover 
the rest of the wainscoting. For best results, paint in vertical lines from one end to the other while 
feathering out any paint lines as you go. Let the first coat dry and apply the finish coat. Oil-based 
paints are the most durable as far as being chip resistant and scratch resistant as well as ease of 
cleaning. If you’re using a water-based paint like latex, use semi-gloss paint for the best protection. 
  



The most important tip for installing wainscoting is to measure twice before you make a cut and take 
your time. 
  
Dear Client, 
  
The word processor on Hirewriters doesn't allow writers to embed images. I have provided links to 
copyright-free images on Shutterstock that you can download for free and use with this article. 
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3. https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/interior-staircase-new-home-colonial-style-
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How to Build a Climbing Wall for Toddlers 
 
Want to keep your toddlers active? Engaging your toddlers in climbing is a sure way of doing so. A 
climbing wall has the ability to provide all the thrills your toddler is looking for. Also, it is a great way for 
your toddlers to have fun. 
  
What you ought to know is that building a climbing wall in your home is not that complicated. With the 
right tools, materials, time and a few skills, your toddler will be having fun in no time. 
  
Want to know how to build a climbing wall for toddlers? 
  
Below is a step by step guide that will help you accomplish this. 
  
Requirements 
As said earlier, to build a climbing wall, you need a few supplies and tools. Here is a list of what you 
need to get started. Remember, some of the tools can be leased from the local store. 
  

• Tools 
• Pencil 
• Safety goggles 
• Work gloves 
• Drill 
• Work boots and coverall 
• Stud finder (optional) 
• Tape measure 
• Chalk line 
• Hammer 
• Supplies 
• 5-inch wood screws 
• Deck screws 
• 8 feet 2 by 4 wood (use as furring strips. Three is enough) 
• 1 Sanded plywood ( 4 feet by 8 feet by ¾ inches) 
• Climbing holds ( bolt-on) 
• Grit sandpaper (#120) 
• Allen wrench 
• Crash mat (the higher the climbing hold, the thicker the crash mat) 
• Screws with nuts (purchase this if the climbing holds came with none) 
• 14 feet braided climbing rope 

 
How to build a climbing wall  - Step by step guide 
Step One - Planning 
Ben Franklin once said “failing to plan is planning to fail.” The first step is to have a clear image of the 
final product in your mind. The internet has countless images of climbing walls made by other people. 
Taking the time to look at these pictures or blueprints can give you an inspiration. As a result, you can 
design a climbing wall that suits your needs. 
  
Take a paper, pen, and draw your plan. In your diagram, include measurements and the position of 
each climbing hold. Since the climbing wall is designed for toddlers, try not to position each climbing 
hold far apart. Remember, your toddler has limited reach, unlike older kid and adults. 
  
In this stage, select the location of your climbing wall. Would you like to install the climbing wall in your 
garage, basement or a spare bedroom? Remember, you are building the climbing wall for toddlers so 
you don’t need the climbing holds to go all the way up to the ceiling. This will present a challenge to 
your toddlers. Also, it may lead to injuries. Just position the climbing holds halfway the wall. You can 
always adjust later to offer a challenge. 
  
Step Two - Clearing and Measuring 
Now that you have identified where the climbing wall will be positioned, it is important to move all 
obstacles. For instance, if you have chosen your garage to host the climbing wall, move any tools, 



parts or any other obstacle that may be a danger to your toddler. By doing so, you ensure the safety of 
your toddler. 
  
With the plan in your hand, start by selecting the best side of the plywood panel. Now, turn that side to 
face the floor. The reason for doing so is to ensure that all chalk markings are on the bad side of the 
plywood panel. This leaves the good side looking clean. 
  
Take your tape measure, place one end at the top edge and measure 12 inches. Mark that position 
with a chalk. This will create a 12-inch margin close to the top of the plywood panel. Repeat the same 
process at the bottom. 
  
From the left side of the panel, divide the plywood panel into 8 inch wide sections. These sections 
should be vertical and you should have a total of 6 sections. Once you are done with the top of the 
plywood, repeat the same from the bottom. That is, divide into 8 inch wide sections. 
  
In the end, you should have a grid pattern. 
  
Step Three - Make a wood structure 
Its high time to reinforce the wall. For this step, you require a T-nut. If you install the plywood panel 
directly on your wall, the bolts will dig into your drywall. To prevent this, you must reinforce your wall. 
All you have to do is build a frame to act as a bordering wall. By doing so, your drywall will not be 
damaged with holes. 
  
Remember the 2 by 4 boards you bought earlier. This is where you get to use them to make a box 
structure. Start by placing four of these boards - corner to corner. Using deck screws, secure the 
boards together. 
  
Using the remaining boards, brace the inner part of the structure. Basically, all you have to do is attach 
one board after every two feet. Secure these boards with deck screws too. 
  
Using this, screw the frame onto the studs. Make sure that the strapping overlaps the 
joints(horizontal). Also, remember to use the stud finder to locate studs in your wall. 
  
Step Four - Install the climbing holds 
The grid pattern created earlier will now act as your guide. On every intersection, drill two or three 
holes. From here onwards, choose a different intersection and drill holes. By doing so, you should 
have several equidistant holes. 
  
Remember earlier we talked about positioning the climbing holds halfway or ¾ way up the climbing 
wall. The reason for doing so is that your toddlers are still at a young age. The point of this climbing 
wall is to provide an alternative to other fun activities such as cycling or playing with dolls. So, do not 
make it too challenging. 
  
Proceed by inserting a ⅜ inch 4 prong T- nut into every hole. Make sure you hammer the T-nut until its 
flush with the plywood panel surface. 
  
Turn the plywood and using an Allen wrench, mount the climbing holds. This is the same with the 
braided climbing rope. 
  
Step Five - Installing the climbing wall 
Now that you are done mounting the climbing holds, its time to mount the climbing wall itself. Since we 
already have our frame and we already identified the position of the studs earlier on, all you need is to 
place the panel against the frame. Makes sure that no climbing hold screw is in contact with the 
drywall. 
  
Using wood screws, mount the plywood panel on the frame. For the braided rope, tie a note to the 
carabiner and a few more knots along the rope. Make sure the knots are equally spaced between 
each other. 
Now, you are done creating your climbing wall for toddlers. The only thing left is to give your toddlers a 
chance to have fun. 
  
Final thoughts 



Want to add some color or other decorations to your climbing wall? There are many choices for you to 
select from. For starters, if you decide to paint, you can apply a high gloss PVC paint. For a great 
finish, apply a PVC primer beforehand then two coats of the paint. 
  
Alternatively,  add a wallpaper. You can choose from the several ideas available out there - from 
superheroes to landscapes and the world map. Just remember that traditional wallpaper paste does 
not work on wood. Use a water-based urethane or textured paint to protect the wood before installing 
the wallpaper. 
  
All this should be done before mounting the climbing holds. Once you are done, take a step back and 
look at the masterpiece. 
  
Now, watch your toddlers have endless fun. 
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Is Shiplap More Expensive than Drywall? 
 
First of all, Shiplap can be more expensive than drywall. It all depends on the materials used. Some 
materials used are also cheaper than drywall. While drywall is considerably less costly, there may be 
many reasons why you should consider the later. While renovating your home, you may find much 
more than the cost of getting the right walls for your home. Drywall is made up of gypsum board. 
Why is a Shiplap More Expensive?  
To be able to know why shiplap may be more expensive, you need to understand how shiplap works. 
Shiplap is made when panels are made to overlap locking together. The cost of one board is 
somewhere between 0.95$ to 4$ which is considerably expensive. To complete shiplap on one wall 
may take a lot of panels thus you can end up spending more than just buying some gypsum board.  
Why consider Shiplap Walls?  
In comparison to many other materials for walls in the market, shiplap is a cheap alternative. If you are 
already comparing it to drywall, then it means that this is your first option. Shiplap is popular in old 
homes. However, the recent years have seen more homeowners start using it for their interiors. Many 
people are considering the walls as they have a clean finish than that of a drywall. The Shiplap walls 
have beautiful patterns that add to the décor of your home.  
Why are Some Shiplap Materials cheaper than Drywall? 
Many shiplap boards are made with softwood. The wood used is usually from readily available wood 
such as pine, cedar and oak. Many shiplap walls have a clean, crisp look created by the overlapping 
panels of the word. The boards are 1 inch thick, and they are 3 to 10 inches wide. An entire wall can 
cost about $160, and you can easily install it on your own. The cost is calculated without any other 
charges such as labor. Shiplap can be cheap if you go for cheaper wood and choose to install it on 
your own. 
What are the Advantages of Using Shiplap? 
Shiplap is an excellent finish for your home. The finish is beautiful. As we stated, the panels are made 
with beautiful wood such as pine and oak. The shiplap interiors are breathtaking. Unlike traditionally 
when people choose shiplap for exteriors, shiplap has gained its space in the interiors. You can use it 
for excellent living room walls, bedrooms, bathrooms and even for backsplashes. Shiplap is also 
versatile. The walls are always breathtaking as the great wood finish creates a rustic feel to your 
home. Wooden homes are taking over. Floors and now walls are becoming more of a norm in the real 
estate market. You can paint and stain shiplap which is not the case with drywall.  
Why is Shiplap more Expensive than Drywall? 
The cost of installation brings all the difference here. Shiplap takes time to install unlike drywall. 
Shiplap installation calls for increased labor costs. Shiplap materials are also comparatively expensive 
when you pick a particular type of wood panels. Shiplap also has more hidden costs. When installing 
shiplap for exteriors, the wood needs to be treated against weather components. The forest will also 
need to be sealed. The whole process is not only expensive but also time-consuming.  
What are the Disadvantages of a Shiplap Wall? 
Shiplap takes time to install. Sometimes you are in a rush to move into your home. Shiplap may take a 
longer time to get ready than when getting drywall. Drywalls take very little time to prepare, and they 
cost less. Shiplap has a lot more hidden costs. You will need to do a lot more when installing shiplap. 
Shiplap also requires maintenance over time. Labor is an additional cost that you will have to bear. 
You need to regularly paint and seal the walls after every 2 to 5 years. 
What Tips can Help with Reducing the cost of Shiplap Siding? 
First of all, choose wood that will be budget friendly. The cheaper options of panels are a great option 
compared to the expensive ones. Go for the boards on the cost lower ends. With that, you can save 
on some money. You can also install the panel walls on your own. Simple DIY will be your friend here. 
You can quickly get videos on how to do it and do it on your own. The process does not require much 
work. You only need to measure the panels, cut the wood and then nail the forest to the wall. You can 
get creative and use reclaimed wood pieces for the sidings. The wood will serve a better purpose than 
it rotting away in a barn.  
What are Drywalls? 
Drywall is made up of gypsum board. The board is made up of some gypsum materials pressed 
together to create a board. They are already treated and finished when you buy them. Compared to 
shiplap they are more of a complete product. Drywall also has variants just like shiplap. There are 
sizes, and the cost varies with the size of the material. The board varies in thickness. The drywall is 
favorable for walls and sidings.  
What are the Prices of Getting Drywall? 
The overall cost for installing drywall will be around $40 and $60 per panel. A 12 by 12 room will, 
therefore, cost between $480 and $720. The cost includes the labor charges. When compared to 
shiplap, dry walls are an affordable option.  



What are some Useful Tips for Purchasing Either Shiplap or Drywall? 
The trick is to get the right measurement of your home. When buying building materials, you need to 
buy the right amount. For shiplap, you get extra inches for the waste wood that will be cut out. 
Purchasing the correct amount saves you money and time. Get ready wood for shiplap if it will need 
extra treatment before installation.  
These answers will help you decide what you should install for your home. Whatever seems more 
viable to you all depends on your needs and preferences. Your home is your heaven, and therefore 
you should get the best materials that suit your taste. 



Is Shiplap Okay for a Bathroom? 
 
The answer is absolutely yes. Shiplap is ideal for the bathroom. It adds some unique yet countryside 
charm to your bathroom. It requires the use of engineered hardwood floors as they can be placed right 
on the concrete blocks, thus reducing the openings resulting from shrinking and expansion of the 
wood. 
It can be an alluring and a treasured interior decoration to your bathroom but requires careful 
installation as to protect it from the moisture in the bathroom. The reason is water and wood are not 
the best of friends. 
If you are weighing your options in adding shiplap in your bathroom, there are several Designs 
available. It is suitable for interior spaces in modern construction. It lasts long, costs less to maintain, 
and it’s naturally beautiful. However, it becomes an issue due to the effects of moisture and humidity 
which is most common in the bathroom. 
There are some particular types of wood that have been successful, but in some areas, it may require 
some quality maintenance. The finish will partially determine how you will take care of the Shiplap. 
The Advantages of Having Shiplap in Your Bathroom Include: 
• It creates a warm atmosphere especially during winter and bad weather. You can walk around 
barefoot and feel warm and comfy. The natural timber colors make the bathroom have that 
countryside warm yet welcoming feel. 
• It makes the bathroom look beautiful and appealing. It will attract attention due to the unique styles of 
interior design that is modern yet with a classic appeal. 
The effects of moisture to your Shiplap will be among your top priorities as you decide to have it 
installed in your bathroom. When installing it in your bathroom, consult a Professional installer and 
seek advice from the vendors and the manufacturers on the best material to purchase. 
Moisture in the Bathroom 
Wetness can challenge your bathroom addition in the following ways; 
• Splashing Water and Spills 
It will be an issue to reflect when installing a shiplap in your bathroom. Water will splash when 
showering and bathing. Rinsing your hands or face can cause water to spill. It’s always important to 
wipe out all water immediately this happens to protect your shiplap. 
• Uneven Bathroom Floors  
Water is likely to slide to lower levels. This can damage the wood and weaken the structure of the 
shiplap. 
• Lack of a Moistness Barrier 
These include adhesives. Use of planks can cause water to enter through. It is recommended using 
tongue and groove which are interlocked boards tightly held together, as they prevent water from 
leaking through the channels. 
• Flooding in the Bathroom 
It is a significant threat to your shiplap. Any leakage from the pipe or the taps should be of concern 
and requires quick action. Always check under the sinks for any seepage. Consult a qualified Plumber 
when you suspect that the fixtures have a problem. 
• Chemical Effects 
Chemicals from soaps, body cleansers and shampoos can cause an acidic reaction thereby damaging 
the shiplap. You can opt for cleansers that are a little bit mild. 
• High humidity 
Steam from a hot bath or shower will cause warm air to penetrate small spaces of the shiplap in your 
floors, the walls and the ceiling. Moisture can attack any part of the wood. It can cause the wood to 
wrap, twist, plump and crack. 
• Mold growth 
Due to the moistness of the bathroom, some tiny microscopic organisms will find a suitable 
environment to thrive. They can grow over boards and underneath the board. It will lead to rotting or 
decay of the wood. A proper finishing can address this. 
Installing a Shiplap in the Bathroom 
Factors to consider when installing a shiplap for your bathroom 
• The Finish 
Unprotected shiplap is prone to plumping, expansion or shrinkage, warping and liquid stains. It is 
because wood naturally absorbs materials. Prevention can be by applying a finishing substance such 
as a urethane sealer. It’s hard to notice it on the surface but will make it difficult for water to penetrate 
through. It requires an application from time to time to protect from moisture damage. 
The quality of the finish will also matter. Go for the one used in a watery environment especially those 
made for external all weather applications. A finish can always be reapplied by sanding to remove the 
old coat and apply a new fresh coat. 



• Type of Wood Used 
There is a variety of timber for shiplap installations. Look out for the ones ideal for the bathroom. Avoid 
pine and fir since they are softwood which is less rigid and can quickly absorb moisture. Hardwood like 
oak, maple, walnut and teak would be the most ideal. 
Also when you order for hardwood ensure it comes with a warranty that has a guarantee for 
replacement. Read the specifications well before installation because most have special clauses, for 
water prone environments such as bathrooms. Some vendors avoid giving a guarantee to such 
shiplap purchased for bathrooms. 
Taking care of your Shiplap 
Despite the risks of damage caused by moisture, it is possible to prevent this by adequately taking 
care of the shiplap. You can do this by; 
• Consistent Maintenance 
The finish should be kept in good condition and should be applied regularly. Cracks on your boards 
should be quickly dealt with once they appear. 
• Use of Bathroom Mats 
You can place them in strategic areas like around the tub or the sink and outside on the doorway. It 
will assist to absorb any water that might splash or spill. Always dry the mats out in the sun. These 
mats should be able to absorb any moisture, therefore, preventing leakages to the wood. 
• Use of Decorative Tiles 
You can install tiles around the boundary of your bathroom. Not only will they add the allure, but will 
keep water in check. The tiles are also easy to clean and stay dry. 
• Check other Fixtures Regularly 
These include the pipes and taps, the support sinks and the lavatory valves links. Lack of proper 
maintenance can lead to leaks of water to the shiplap. 
• Conclusion 
You should consider shiplap in your bathroom only when your level of maintenance is high and 
regular. Since bathrooms are naturally wet areas, it’s essential to use a professional to have it fitted 
and have routine maintenance of fixtures. 



Are Baseboards Supposed to Be Caulked? 
 
Caulking is the process of applying a watertight sealant to protect seams and joints in home wear and 
damage. Often, people caulk the gaps around windows, doors and other fixtures in the house. So are 
baseboards supposed to be caulked? Yes, there are numerous benefits of caulking baseboards in 
your home. 
  
Caulking baseboards entails applying a sealant along the edges of the floor to seal the gaps between 
the floor and baseboard or the spaces wall and the baseboard. There are two significant reasons for 
caulking baseboards. 
  
  
1.     Aesthetic appeal 
Sealing the spaces between the baseboard and the floor or the wall enhances the cosmetic 
appearance of a home. Caulk seals the gaps and develops a smoother transition between surfaces, 
which improves the appeal of a house. Unsealed spaces appear unsightly and often indicate poor 
installation. 
2.     To protect against water damage 
Occasionally, water can sip into the spaces between the floor and the baseboards. The water can 
cause the baseboard to rot or harbor mold. Water can freeze between the baseboards and the floor or 
wall and cause damages to the home. Caulk serves as a sealant that prevents spillage of water 
(mainly from wiping of the floor) from getting below the baseboard to cause it to expand or rot. 
  
  
3.     At the top of the baseboard 
You apply this on the top ridge of the board where the board touches the wall. The caulk addresses 
the problem where the baseboard does not contact the wall close enough. Caulk on the top of the 
baseboard is often purely cosmetic, concealing the small gaps between the wall and the board to give 
a nice finish. 
  
  
4.     At the bottom of the baseboard 
You apply this along the floor line where the baseboard meets the tiles. As time elapses, gaps start 
developing under the baseball.  Caulking along the floor prevents the baseboard from frequently 
getting wet from water spillage. 
  
5.     Seal the entry for insects 
Open gaps and crevices along the baseboards form entry routes for insects such as ants. Caulking 
the cracks and spaces is easy, cheap and a durable than using sprays and powders to protect against 
home invasion by bugs. Caulking is a onetime expenditure and works better than the repeated pest 
control treatments. The unsealed spaces also provide hideout places for insects within the house. 
Others of the contrary opinion think that caulking baseboard is ineffective. Building structures 
continually shift due expansion and contraction as well as floor settling in the first few years after 
construction. These movements can break, cause cracks on the caulk or cause the baseboards to 
retract from the wall. The result is often unsightly. Thus, if you caulk the baseboards, you will probably 
re-caulk them for the entire time you occupy the house. However, the benefits of caulking the 
baseboards outweigh not doing it. 
Wood flexes and changes position depending on temperature and humidity. Moist areas of the house 
will have their baseboards expand due to high humidity. Caulk is a flexible material that allows the 
wood to move without breaking the seal. Thus it is advisable to caulk the top and bottom of the 
baseboards with the right caulk that will compress and stretch according to the movements of the 
baseboard. 
  
  
6.     Use the appropriate type of caulk 
There are various types of caulks in the market. The different kinds of caulk formulation have varying 
strengths and weaknesses. The variation makes some type suitable for certain tasks than others. 
·         Latex caulk 
This caulk dries within a short time and expands to fill cracks better. Latex is ideal for indoors because 
of low odor and is also easy to clean with water. Latex caulk comes in an array of colors. When dry 
you can completely conceal latex caulk using paint. Latex is however not durable and tends to wear 
out when exposed to varying temperatures, wear, and severe weather. 



·         Acrylic latex caulk 
This caulk is ideal for long-term projects. The formulation consists of a combination of latex and acrylic 
resins. This caulk offers the benefits of latex caulk but with some improvements. The inclusion of 
acrylic improves the caulk’s durability and flexibility. It is thus ideal for indoor environments with a lot of 
wear and tear. 
·         Acrylic latex caulk 
This caulk is ideal for tough jobs and can withstand extreme temperatures. Acrylic latex caulk is sturdy 
and remains intact on exposure to varying temperatures, severe weather, and heavy wear. It is the 
best when it comes to durability. The downside is that you cannot pain the caulk and you will have to 
condone the caulk’s clear appearance. You will also find it difficult to clean it up using water. This 
implies that it is difficult to clean spills that may occur during the application of acrylic latex caulk. 
  
  
7.     Never combine different kinds of caulk 
The idea of combining different types of caulk to improve caulk’s properties is misleading. The 
combination will just turn out defective. Manufacturers formulate each caulk to work on its own. 
Combining the different caulks may yield a product that will not adhere to the surface or offer any 
protection. Use only one type of caulk. 
  
  
8.     Use a wet rag 
Use a damp cloth then wipe with your finger to smoothen the bead of the caulking. Smoothen the 
caulk immediately. If you delay, the caulk will get lumpy, start to skin over and difficult to manipulate. 
  
  
9.     Always prepare your working area 
The initial step in preparing your work area is to clean the baseboards and the floor. Any particles, 
dust, grease or grime can incorporate into the caulk and make it unsightly. Important to note is that the 
dirt can hamper the capability of the caulk to adhere to the surface on which you want it to stick. Then 
eliminate obstructions. Caulking is a challenging task, and you do not want any frustrations. You do 
not want to redo the job. 
Remove furniture and other obstacles from your working area. Keep children and pets away from your 
working space. As part of the preparation, have water and several rags. You may also need a 
household cleaner within quick reach. Mistakes occur during caulking. When they happen, you can 
use water and your rags to rectify them. You can use the rags as knee pads for comfort. Household 
cleaners are essential especially when working with silicone based caulks. Water alone cannot 
adequately clean the caulk. 


